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Riding with the Blackhorse: 
Vignettes out of Our 
Regiment’s History 
By Don Snedeker 

1901

         I would not say such things if I 
were you…  On September 6, 1901, 
President William McKinley was shot 
twice while shaking hands with the 
public during a visit to the Pan-
American Exposition in Buffalo, New 
York. He died eight days later from 
gangrene in his bullet wounds. His 
assassin was Leon Czolgosz, the son of 
Polish immigrants who blamed the 
president for being out of work since 
1893. Like many in his situation, 
Czolgosz turned to anarchism, a 
political philosophy then sweeping the 
world that saw all forms of 
governmental authority as unnecessary 
and undesirable. Anarchists were 
responsible for the deaths of a number 
of world leaders, including Russian Tsar 
Alexander II (1881) and French 
President Carnot (1894). While most 
Americans were aghast at the 
assassination, some applauded 
Czolgosz’ act. Newspaper publisher 
Abraham Isaak, Sr., told an audience in 
Washington, DC, that he “was a better 
man than I am” for seeing “misery” and 
doing something, not just writing about 
it.

What does all this have to do 
with the Blackhorse, you ask? Here’s 
the rest of the story. At the time of 
McKinley’s assassination, the Second 
Squadron of the newly-formed Eleventh 
United States Cavalry was located at 
Fort Ethan Allen, Vermont. Upon 
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hearing of the deed, a certain Troop H 
private, Peter Devine, reportedly said: “‘It 
served him right’…and applied an 
uncomplimentary epithet [in today’s 
parlance, ‘expletive deleted’] to the late 
President.” According to one newspaper 
account, Private Devine’s “comrades 
handled him roughly before he could be 
secured in the guardhouse.” But for the 
Army, the ‘blanket-party’ justice was 
insufficient for the severity of Trooper 
Devine’s crime. He was charged under the 
19th Article of War of “using disrespectful 
words against the President of the United 
States”. His court martial was held within 
days of his utterance. He was found guilty 
and sentenced to confinement at hard 
labor for a year, forfeiture of all pay and 
allowances (a private earned $13 a month 
in 1901), and, at the end of his prison term, 
to be dishonorably discharged. MG 
Brooke, the commander of the Department 
of the East, approved the proceedings of 
the court martial on 30 September, 
commenting that the sentence “is not a 
sufficient penalty for the flagitious act the 
prisoner was found to have committed.”  
As the reviewing authority, he could not, 
however, increase the sentence. The 
prisoner served his year of hard labor at Ft. 
Columbus on Governor’s Island in New 
York harbor. No more was heard from 
PVT Devine after his discharge a year later.

1911

Cavalry Sergeants: There is something 
universal about good Cavalry NCOs 
that transcends time and space. You 
could imagine one of today’s armored 
cavalry Top Sergeants saying words 
similar to the ones spoken by the Fox 
Troop Top Sergeant in 1911. The 
Eleventh Cavalry was encamped at San 
Antonio, Texas. Revolutionaries south 
of the border were making trouble 
again, so the Regiment was sent from 
Ft. Oglethorpe, GA to Texas as a signal 
that our border should not be violated.  
Six hundred raw recruits were brought 
into camp, and an equal number of 
remounts were introduced to the U.S. 
Cavalry.  As one historian wrote: “The 
old men trained the remounts and the 
old horses trained the recruits.”  The 
most experienced NCOs were told to 
make the farm hands and city slickers 
into cavalrymen. They had two weeks 
for the task. The New York Times 
published the following report in mid-
March 1911. “First Sergt. Mike Shaw of 
Troop F, Eleventh Cavalry, has an Irish 
brogue so thick that you can cut it with 
a sabre. Sergt. Mike did not approve of 
the way one of his recruits sat in the 
saddle during a drill the other day. He 
showed his disapproval in the 
following language:  ‘Hi, there you, 
sate straight in that saddle.  The next 
time I spake to you about it I won’t 
spake at all.’”

1941
What It Takes to Be a Tanker: In early 
1941, isolationism was at its height.  
Europe had been at war for 18 months, 
while Japan continued to expand its 
empire throughout East and Southeast 
Asia. But the U.S. Congress was firm 
in its commitment to not get involved 
in these foreign affairs. There were 
some, however, who believed that 
“America First” could only be achieved 
if we had a credible deterrent.  
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President’s Message by Glenn Snodgrass, President, Blackhorse Association

     If you are interested in supporting the 
Scholarship Fund at this level, or at any 
level, please call me at the numbers listed 
above, or email me at jgs525@verizon.net, 
or go to our website, www.blackhorse.org
Continued on Page 3 
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     It has been another really 
successful year: the Association 
continues to operate on a sound 
financial footing, and we continue to 
give a significant number of 
scholarships to children of members, 
thanks to generous contributions 
from many of our members. We 
continue to reduce our operational 
requirements and costs, primarily by 
reducing the number of hard copy 
newsletters we mail out twice a year. 
If you are able to receive electronic 
newsletters, and you are willing to 
accept the electronic version instead 
of this hard copy version, please let 
us know and we will save that cost.  
Colorado Springs Reunion a 
Resounding Success
Colorado Springs was a magnificent 
setting for a wonderful reunion; 
nearly 300 Blackhorse veterans and 
family attended. The golf tournament 
took place despite 50-degree weather 
and rain, while the remainder of the 
weekend was 80 degrees and sunny.  
The Friday morning memorial 
service was conducted by Chaplain 
Haworth in front of the shiny, 
refurbished regimental tank at the 
Shrine of Remembrance. The 
Blackhorse Regiment Cavalry 
Motorcycles led the buses to the 
ceremony before making their First 
Annual Top Phillips 2014 Memorial 
BHRCM Run. Friday evening's 
program included the induction by 
the current RCO and RCSM of five 
new members into the Regiment's 
Honorary Rolls: Chaplain Colonel 
Walter Montondon (posthumously), 
ISG Jerry Trafford (posthumously), 
LTC Glenn Allardyce (in absentia), 
MG John Landry (in absentia), and 
LTG John Ballantyne. Saturday 
night's banquet featured the award of 
the United States Cavalry & Armor 
Association's Noble Patron of Armor 
Gold Medallion to Mrs. Joanne 
Patton, wife of the 39th Colonel of 
the Regiment, MG George Patton, IV. 
Her gracious response was emotional 
for everyone in the room. COL Lanier 
Ward, then-commander and the 65th 
Colonel of the Regiment, was brilliant 
as our keynote speaker; he changed 
command at Fort Irwin on the 1st of 

 July, and we wish him the best as he 
becomes the Chief of Staff of the 1st 
Armored Division at Fort Bliss.
     The real hero of the reunion was 
Charley Watkins, who, along with about 
10 family members and another 10 
members of his team, ensured that 
everything was meticulously planned and 
executed. The silent auction garnered 
nearly $9000 and the cavalry pistol raffle 
took in over $2000, all of which will be 
put in the Scholarship Fund. A special 
note of thanks to all who contributed 
items to the silent auction. Pictures were 
taken throughout the reunion by CSM 
Carlton Martin and are available now on 
the Association website at http://
www.blackhorse.org/reunions.cfm, or you 
can contact CSM Martin by phone at 
512-864-7863.

Next year’s reunion will be held in Las 
Vegas (see flyer and registration form 
elsewhere in this newsletter). We have 
already decided to hold our 2016 
reunion, the 100th anniversary of the 
Last Charge, in San Antonio, TX.

Scholarships  
At the Colorado Springs reunion, Bob 
Hurt announced the 2014 scholarships: 
Danielle Bowen     Sarah Merodio 
Taylor Brown      Briana Pereira 
Daniel Byrne     Courtney Peterson 
Katlyn Chamness     Megan Rawley 
Kellyn Craig     Julia Rigsbee 
Morgan Craig     Cheyanne Slocum 
Savannah Hallmark Lauren Victor
Marion House     Michael Victor
Jacob Maes     Kayleigh Waters
Andrew Mayo     Kelsey Waters

CONGRATULATIONS to all, and 
best wishes for your future from all 
Association members!

     You may have children eligible for 
our annual $3000 scholarships. If so, 
prepare early – applications for next year 
must be received by 1 April 2015. If you 
have any scholarship questions, call Bob 
Hurt at 281-364-7285 or email 
him at bobhurt3@comcast.net.

Communications
     Clint Ancker, our Director of 
Communications, is working diligently to 

keep the membership informed of the 
activities of the Association, using this 
hard copy newsletter as well as monthly 
electronic newsletters. He is supported by 
Randall Ponder, our professional editor, and 
Greg Hallmark, our website guru. Please 
inform us of things you think would 
be of interest to the Association membership  
– just send either of us what you have in
mind electronically at any time (see list of 
Directors on page 4), or mail us:
Glenn Snodgrass, 7830 South Valley Drive, 
Fairfax Station, VA 22039
Clint Ancker, 17946 156th Terrace, Bonner 
Springs, KS 66007
     If you are reading this newsletter in hard 
copy, do not have electronic capability, and 
ever have any questions about anything 
regarding the Association, please do not 
hesitate to call me at 703-250-3064 (home) 
or 703-407-4038 (cell).  
Website
     If you have access to a computer, please 
check our website at www.blackhorse.org 
for a wealth of information about the 
Association and the active regiment, and 
give us your email address so that we can 
send you our monthly e-news items. Greg 
Hallmark has done a marvelous job over 
the last years making our website a state-of-
the-art place to visit, but he and I are always 
looking for ways to make the website better. 

Fundraising
     Our Association maintains two basic 
income streams: one for the Blackhorse 
Association Scholarship Fund, which is 
our primary activity, and one for the 
Association operating fund.  
      (1)We have established the Allons Club 
category of charitable giving in order to 
grow the Scholarship Fund. Benefactors can 
be members or non-members who commit 
to donating $1000 a year towards the 
Scholarship Fund. The Association is 
looking for 100 or more benefactors to 
commit to this amount. This would ensure 
that we could continue to help fund 
educations for our sons and daughters for 
many years to come.
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ALLONS AND BLACKHORSE 
FOREVER  

President’s Message (Cont) 
and click on “Donate.”
     (2) The Blackhorse Association 
Operating Fund is essential to 
administering the scholarship program, 
publishing and mailing the hard copy 
newsletter twice annually, maintaining 
our E-News email program, operating 
and maintaining our web presence at 
www.blackhorse.org, and satisfying the 
several statutory filing requirements of a 
501(c)3 non-profit, charitable 
organization. The 1901 Club, named for 
the year the 11th Cavalry Regiment was 
constituted and organized, is our annual 
mail-out fundraiser headed by Don 
Wicks, our Fundraising Director, and it is 
the fuel that permits our association to 
survive. Please contribute at the level 

 that is comfortable for you.
     This year, we have one additional 
fundraising effort. We have moved our 
regimental monument from Fort Knox 
to Columbus, GA, and we will erect a 
new one next to Pattons' Park and the 
future Museum of Cavalry and Armor 
just outside a gate at Fort Benning, GA, 
the new Home of the Armor School 
and Center. We are sharing the cost of 
this move with the 11th Armored 
Cavalry Veterans of Vietnam and 
Cambodia. Both associations will be 
selling granite pavers, at $100 each, to 
help defray those costs. We will be 
offering the paver opportunity through 
the December 31. Please see the full-
page description and order form 
elsewhere in this newsletter. 

New Initiatives
     Wayne Hamberger is our new 
Professional Counselor, available for 
any member who seeks counseling for 
any issue. Jeremy Dobos is heading up a 
team that will help the Association 
make better use of social media 
(Facebook, LinkedIn, etc). Jim 
Tankovich is heading up our effort to 
decorate a Blackhorse Classroom in 
Patton Hall at the Armor School at Fort 
Benning; please contact Jim if you have 
any significant donation for that effort.  
Dale Skiles, our Membership Director, 
is working with USAA with the 
potential of it becoming a corporate 
partner.

     It is a great honor to ride with the 
Blackhorse, the best regiment that you will 
ever see! Just last quarter, we transitioned to 
new command teams for the regiment and 
squadrons, completed two successful 
rotations and conducted a leader’s war-
counsel and dining in.
     In October, troopers from across the 
regiment came together to celebrate our 
cavalry heritage at our annual dining-in at 
the Edgewater Casino and Resort in 
Laughlin, Nevada. The venue also gave us the 
opportunity to conduct a war-counsel, which 
allowed the leaders of the regiment to get 
together and develop a shared vision for the 
future of the regiment and discuss how to 
achieve excellence in all we do. Now, I’d like 
to take this opportunity to share that vision 
with you: Blackhorse troopers, veterans, 
family, and friends.  
     The vision helps us to see who we are as 
members of the Blackhorse Regiment and 
what we strive for as an organization. The 
three pillars of this vision state that we are 
formidable, professional and a team of teams. 

     We are experts in our craft and masters 
in maneuver warfare. This means we are 
experts in all our war-fighting functions, 
but achieve mastery in maneuver warfare 
– a reputation that must be upheld.
     We are disciplined members of a 
profession of arms; our Soldiers do 
what’s right, they live the Army Values, 
and they enforce Army standards. 
     Last, we are great team mates, first – to 
each other. We must remember that 
members of a profession of arms are 
bound by trust and their relationships 
with each other that are grounded in 
dignity and respect for one another. 
Second – we are great teammates to our 
partners here at Fort Irwin, particularly 
Operations Group. Together, Blackhorse 
and Ops Group are a powerful team for 
the Army. The last level of being a good 
teammate is to the rest of the Army. This  
is a great audience, but we focus on U.S. 
Army brigades that train here. We are 
their training partners and with our help, 
they become stronger and that means we 
help build a stronger Army and nation. 
     This vision serves as our guiding light 
as we move into the future. With two 
rotations now under our belt, I have 
witnessed the speed, agility and firepower 
of the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment. 
Every rotation I challenge the formation 
by stating: “you will out shoot them, out 
maneuver them and out decide them on 
the battlefield.”  By doing this, our 
training partners get the most out of their 

training here at Fort Irwin.
     For November, Blackhorse Troopers 
take on the 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 
4th Infantry Division. This is our third 
training rotation with the Blackhorse 
Regiment, and it promises to be a great 
one. 
     The ride so far has been exciting; 
again, it is an absolute honor to serve as 
the 66th Colonel of the Blackhorse 
Regiment! I look forward to meeting 
many of you in the future, and 
remember, you are always welcome to 
come home. Death rides a Blackhorse! 
Allons!

_________________________
Artist's Rendering of the 
Blackhorse Memorial at  

Fort Benning



Blackhorse Association Officers 

President      J. Glenn Snodgrass 
jgs525@verizon.net 

703-250-3064 
Vice President    Jim Tankovich

tankovichj@charter.net
757-357-2168

Secretary       Charley Watkins 
blackhorse6p@gmail.com  

719-576-0559 

Fund Raising    Don Wicks
diwicks@bossig.com

 509-943-5118 
Membership    Dale Skiles 

dlskiles@gmail.com 
501-749-8888
PO Box 13291 

Maumelle, AR 72113 
Scholarships   Bob Hurt
bobhurt3@comcast.net  

281-364-7285 

Historian       Roger Cirillo 
roger.cirillo2@verizon.net  

703-719-7252 
Museum Curator  MSG Lisa Gipson

(760) 380-6607/2732 
lisa.gipson.mil@mail.mil

11th ACR PAO   CPT Christinea Wagner
11 ACR PAO, NTC

Office: 760-380-5112
Cell: 360-551-8289
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The Blackhorse Family 
     The Blackhorse family consists of veterans of 
the Blackhorse Regiment and attached units from 
all eras of 11th Cavalry Service.  It also includes 
their family members, as well as friends of the 
Blackhorse. Our Regiment at this time includes the 
regimental units at Fort Irwin; 1st Battalion, 144th 
Field Artillery of the California Army National 
Guard; and 1st Squadron, 221st Cavalry of the 
Nevada Army National Guard. All have served or 
are now serving in the War on Terrorism. While 
attached to 2nd Squadron in Iraq, 155th Heavy 
Brigade Combat Team lost 6 of the 21 Blackhorse 
Troopers KIA in Iraq. Blackhorse Association 
Membership is extended to all of the above, 
through Regular, Associate and Corporate 
Memberships. (See page 12.)

 Never should one generation of 
Blackhorse Veterans abandon a 
later generation of Blackhorse  
Veterans or Active Troopers.

General Membership Meetings, 
Chapter Information, & Events 

Fort Irwin Chapter
1st Lt. Jessica Myers, MI
Regimental Adjutant
(O) 760-380-5740
(BB) 760-401-6832
Jessica.m.myers.mil@mail.mil
 The Fort Irwin Chapter sponsors a golf 
tournament, a marathon, as well as 
various other events each year to raise 
funds that support various community 
activities on Fort Irwin, and the 
Blackhorse Association.          

Air Cavalry Troop Chapter
James Angelini     
2512 Lower Hunters Trace     
Louisville, KY 40216 
502-449-0262 ACT11thACR@aol.com

Nevada/Wildhorse Chapter CSM 
Paul Kinsey Headquarters, 1/221 
Cavalry 6400 Range Road 
North Las Vegas, NV 89115 
775-315-1608
paul.kinsey.mil@mail.mil 

Houston/SE Texas Chapter 
Glenn Allardyce 
11835 Cathy Drive 
Houston, Texas 77065 
281-787-0727
1ranger1370@gmail.com 
The chapter holds quarterly meetings 
and hosted the 2010 Houston Reunion.

Other Points of Contact

Blackhorse Troopers Motor Cycle

Group 

Ken Jankel
4877 Lofty Oak Drive 
Redding, CA  96002 

530-222-2211
www.blackhorsetroopers.org

Scholarships 
The Blackhorse Association and Blackhorse 
Scholarships were born of a promise made 
by Sergeant Major Paul (“Bill”) Squires 
(deceased) and (then) Colonel George S. 
Patton (deceased) to a dying L Troop 
trooper on 2 March 1969 on a battlefield in 
Vietnam. The vow to “not let people forget 
us” and “take care of our kids” became the 
inspiration to form the Blackhorse 
Association later that year at Fort Knox, 
KY. We now include all Blackhorse 
Veterans and Active Duty Troopers.
Information and an application can be 
found on page 10 or on the website at 
www.blackhorse.org. 

Or, please contact: 
Bob Hurt 
Scholarship Director 
The Blackhorse Association  
75 E Shadowpoint Circle 
The Woodlands, TX  77381 
281-364-7285
bobhurt3@comcast.net  

Gold Vault Chapter     
Richard Wells, President 
Rondo Jackson, Secretary 
531 Sugar Branch Road     
Big Clifty, KY  42712     
rondo@windstream.net 270-242-2833  

Blackhorse Regiment Cavalry 
Motorcycles 
Beau Richards 
7740 Balboa Blvd, # 146 
Van Nuys, CA 91406 
818-427-3106
blusmn11thcav@gmail.com 
www.bhrcm.net 
The BHRCM support various charities 
and many Regimental events. 

1-144 Field Artillery
MSG Robert Allinder 
Headquarters, 1-144 FA  
3800 West Valhalla Drive 
Burbank, CA 91505-1128 
818-462-6729
Robert.allinder@us.army.mil 

155 ABCT 
LTC Michael Hunter 
155 HBCT, MSARNG 
2705 W. Jackson Street 
Tupelo, MS 38803 
662-891-9709 
michael.a.hunter2.mil@mail.mil

Special Projects Director Glenn Allardyce 
ranger70@comcast.net 

281-469-4034 

Communications/Editor    Clint Ancker 
banditsix@aol.com  

913-724-4420 

Treasurer    Dan Caughey
caughey@sbcglobal.net

415-595-2118

mailto:diwicks@bossig.com
mailto:james.richardson18@ng.army.mil
http://www.bhrcm.com
mailto:Ranger70@comcast.net
mailto:michael.a.hunter2@us.army.mil
http://www.blackhorsetroopers.org


The Blackhorse Association, Inc.
(a non-profit organization) 

The Blackhorse is published for the benefit of 
members and friends of The Blackhorse Asso-
ciation. This newsletter contains past, present, 
and future news of interest that includes 
membership information, reunion updates, 
and various fundraising activities as well as 
articles of interest submitted by Troopers from 
many eras of Blackhorse service. Submissions 
are welcome and encouraged. All newsletter 
correspondence or inquiries should be made 
in writing  to:  

Blackhorse Editor
17946 156th Terrace 
Bonner Springs, KS  66012 
banditsix@aol.com

Deadlines: January 15  & July 15

For Inquiries not referenced in this issue, 
contact the Secretary: 

Charley Watkins
Secretary, Blackhorse Association

3113 B Broadmoor Valley Road  Colorado 
Springs, CO 80906  

Phone: 719-576-0559
Cell: 970-620-0402

blackhorse6p@gmail.com 

Mail Scholarship & Operations 
Donations to: 

Blackhorse Association 
Attn: Treasurer  
P.O. Box 84093  Lexington, SC 29073 
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The National  Personnel RecordsCenter 
(NPRC) has provided the following 
website for veterans togain access to their 
DD-214s:
http://www.vetrecs.archives.gov/

Continued from page 1 

How you can help the 
Blackhorse Association. 

The Blackhorse Newsletter is printed and 
mailed twice annually to some 15,565 
members. We believe this publication is vital to 
fulfilling the principles of our organization. 
However, approximately 42 percent of the 
operating expense of the association involves 
printing and mailing the paper version. We can 
sharply reduce these costs if you have access to 
a computer and choose to receive the newsletter 
electronically. You can do so by visiting the 
website (www.blackhorse.org) and clicking the 
News and Events page, and under "Newsletter" 
click on the red words and provide your 
preferred email address for delivery. 

Thus, after years of neglect, the Army 
and Navy were being modernized. Part 
of the modernization program was to 
bring the Armored Corps up to par 
with its potential adversaries. In 
January 1941, the Los Angeles Times 
published an article entitled “Design 
for Defense”. The subtitle to the article 
pronounced: “Tanks – We have to have 
them – May never use them – 500 in 
service – 5000 to be built”.

 The article went on to describe the 
Army’s tank force, consisting of less 
than 20 medium tanks (20-30 tons),  
130 light tanks (10-20 tons), and “some 
300 outmoded combat wagons 
[armored cars] that are good only for 
training purposes.” Replacement tanks 
were expensive – $25,000 to $45,000 in 
1941 Dollars – but they were “cheaper 
in the long run than infantry forces”.  
The basis for this seemingly counter-
intuitive statement followed. “The 
Army Ordnance Department has 
performed experiments which show 
that 30 officers and 500 men in a tank 
unit have as much firing power as an 
infantry force of 120 officers and 3000 
men.”

The article highlighted what it 
takes to train a tanker.
“It takes about six months’ training to 
toughen a doughboy’s feet and 
strengthen his back, and he’s ready for 
service.  A tankman needs a full year of 
training.  He must be able to drive a 
tank, be a good marksman with a 
machine gun, revolver, tommy gun and 
be able to shoot a tank cannon while 
[the] tank wallows over all kinds of 
terrain.  He must be some kind of 
mechanic and radio man and have a 
thorough grounding in tank warfare

tactics. He must have tremendous endurance 
to stand intense heat, the jars, jolts of 
travelling over rough roads.”
Troopers from the 11th Cavalry Group 
(Mechanized) and Tankers from the 11th and 
712th Tank Battalions all benefited from 
these timely words during World War II.

BG Adna Chaffee and the 7th Cavalry Brigade, 1938
1959

     Henry McLemore was a columnist for the 
Hearst Newspapers in the 1940s and 50s. He 
earned a reputation in World War II  as one 
of the first to demand the release of the 
Japanese-Americans held in concentration 
camps after Pearl Harbor. In late 1959, he 
visited the 11th ACR on the West German-
Czech border.  Here’s part of his report.  
“Today, for the first time, I saw eye to eye 
with a Communist. The Commie was a 
soldier and he was manning a watchtower 
just across the Czechoslovakian border. I was 
in an observation post of the 11th Armored 
Cavalry Regiment whose duty is to patrol 135 
miles of the 500 miles of border that separates 
the United States' area of responsibility in 
Germany from sattelite Czechoslovakia and 

the Soviet Zone of Germany....There is no

rest for the weary cavalrymen up here. Night 
and day, winter and summer, they are the eyes 
and ears of the Free World. And the border 
section assigned to the 11th is just about as 
rugged a bit of real estate as there is in 
Europe… When the men come up to a border 
camp, they come for a month, and there are no 
passes. Wives and children are left behind, and 
the men live – exist is a better word – under 
conditions as tough as any soldier has ever 
lived through except in actual combat… Never 
have I seen sharper soldiers than the men of 
the 11th. It would be a sorry American who 
wouldn’t be proud of these officers and men, 
from Colonel James W. Snee [28th Colonel] 
down to the lowest private.”

http://www.vetrecs.archives.gov/
http://www.blackhorse.org
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Blackhorse Soldier and Noncommissioned  Officer Awards
It is with great pride that the members of the Blackhorse Association recognize the achievements of the 
Soldier and Noncommissioned Officer of the Quarter of the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment. We are de-
lighted to see these leaders and potential leaders excel and carry forward the proud traditions of our Regiment. 
The Blackhorse Association presents each recipient with a monogrammed windbreaker and Association 
Membership as a small token of our thanks for their service to our Regiment and our Nation. 

SOLDIER NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER
1st Quarter, FY 15

Specialist Antone I. Utoaluga 
S&T Troop, RSS, 11th ACR 

MOS 92A
Hometown: Pago Pago, AS

Sergeant Gaston N. Lima
HHT, 1st Squadron, 11th ACR

MOS 19D
Home: Cameroon, West Africa

Memorial Groundbreaking at Fort Benning
Veterans Day, November 11th, was a beautiful sunny 70+ degree day at Fort Benning, GA. Well over 100 Blackhorse vets attended 
the ceremony as we broke ground for our new memorial. The next steps are construction in the spring and dedication next August.

__________________________________________________________________

In the above picture, from left to right
CSM (ret) Rick Young, Executive Director of the National Armor and Cavalry Heritage Foundation

GEN William S. Wallace, the 55th Colonel of the Regiment
Lynn Weekly, Columbus Monument Company (builder)

SGM Jeffery Dice, Regimental Operations NCO, 11th Cavalry, Fort Irwin, CA, representing the active regiment
Allen Hathaway, President, 11th Armored Cavalry's Veterans of Vietnam and Cambodia, representing all Vietnam vets 

Glenn Snodgrass, President, The Blackhorse Association, representing Vietnam and the Border Legion years 
Ambassador Kingdon Gould, who served with the 11th Cavalry Group in World War II, representing all WW II vets 

MG (ret) Peter Bayer, 61st Colonel of the Regiment, who led the Regiment into Iraq, representing all Iraqi vets
MG (ret) George Harmeyer, Chairman of the National Armor and Cavalry Heritage Foundation
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HELP US PAY FOR THE COMPLETION OF THE 11TH CAVALRY MEMORIAL PROJECT
The 11th Cavalry Memorial Project is well underway. Our monument is now in storage at the Columbus Monument Company until the spring, 

when the key parts will be used in the erection of the new memorial on the future site of a new Armor and Cavalry Museum.    

Here is an artist's sketch of what the new monument will look like, with a target date of completion on or about June 1, 2015.

The centerpiece obelisk is a rock that was quarried in Vietnam and brought back to Fort Knox carrying the names of our KIA. Over time, it 
has been enhanced with other obelisks to memorialize our KIA from our other conflicts.

What does it represent? It is now a monument for all of our eras of service.The memorial is a first of its kind, and it is a benchmark for all other 
armor and cavalry regiments to try and emulate. It is a place where Blackhorse Troopers of all eras can connect with their past and their future 
(the new Home of Armor). It is a fitting memorial to the Blackhorse Troopers who have paid the ultimate sacrifice since 1901. It is a place to 
take your family and say: "This is who I am. I was part of the Eleventh United States Cavalry, the one and only Blackhorse Regiment."

The cost of the project will be shared between the 11th Armored Cavalry's Veterans of Vietnam and Cambodia and the Blackhorse Association.  
To help offset the cost, both organizations have been offering granite memorial bricks.

Anyone can purchase a memorial brick, at a cost of $100 each. The bricks are a lasting tribute of your service to our regiment. The bricks are a 
special way in which we all can participate and show our support for our fellow Blackhorse troopers, whose names are listed on the memorials.  
The bricks measure 8 x 4 x 2 inches and can accommodate inscription of up to three lines of 15 characters per line. Many choose to have their 
name, unit, and years of service with the regiment inscribed on their brick. Others have chosen to put the names of other troopers on a brick. 

You may purchase bricks along with the others to be placed together at the new monument. As an example, a group from K Troop, 3/11 from 
Bad Hersfeld in the 80's is purchasing approximately 10 bricks for that purpose. In the sketch above, the pavers will be placed in the four 
rectangular areas.

The opportunity to purchase a brick will end on December 31, 2014. To purchase a brick, please go to our website at www.blackhorse.org and 
follow the instructions on the top right of the home page.

The Blackhorse Association and the ACVVC thank you for your generosity in supporting this important project.

**If you want to contribute to erecting our new monument at Fort Benning, but do not want to purchase a paver, please (1) go to our website, 
click on "Donate" and click on "Contribute to our Operating Fund", or (2) send a check directly to our Treasurer at:

The Blackhorse Association 
Attn: Treasurer 
P. O. Box 1712 
Mill Valley, CA 94942
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BLACKHORSE FAMILY REUNION JUNE 11-14, 2015

     The 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment’s Blackhorse Association will hold its annual Blackhorse Family reunion in Las Vegas, NV, June 11-14, 
2015. The reunion is open to all past and present troopers who served with the Regiment, the Regimental Community, and all separate units who 
supported the Regiment.

     Make your plans early!! Gus Flangas, who so superbly hosted our 2011 reunion, is once again leading the charge and coordinating the 
events. He has been able to negotiate an absolutely great rate of $100 per night for "the" premium hotel on the Las Vegas strip: The Venetian. 
For reservations, call 877-385-3885 and be sure to tell them that you are with the Blackhorse Association reunion. That $100 rate is available for 
3 days prior and 3 days after the reunion (that is, June 8th through June 17th) for anyone who wants to make it a longer experience in one of 
the most fun cities in America. Please note that all hotels charge a standard resort fee of $25 per room per day, which includes unlimited local 
and toll-free calls, unlimited in-suite internet access, a complimentary daily newspaper per suite, daily access for two adults to the fitness center, 
and selected drink coupons per day. There will also be a standard tax of 12% applied to the room rate.  

Thursday, June 11: Registration/Hospitality Room/Silent Auction (8am – 5pm)

Blackhorse Store Open
Golf Tournament (afternoon - TBD) 
Welcome social/Greek food evening at Gus Flangas' church (time TBD)
Cash bar social in the Hospitality Room

Friday, June 12: Registration/Hospitality Room/Silent Auction (8am - 5pm)

Blackhorse Store Open
Visit to Regiment at Fort Irwin via bus (7:30am - 5pm) 
2nd Annual Top Philips Memorial Run (route TBD) 
Stable Your Mount - casual evening social (6pm to 9pm)

Saturday, June 13: Registration/Hospitality Room/Silent Auction (8am – 3pm)
Blackhorse Store Open
Business meeting (9am – 11am)
Memorial Service (TBD)
Cocktails/banquet (6pm – 10pm) GEN J.D. Thurman keynote speaker

Sunday, June 14: Local Church services (TBD)

Because we are in the heart of the Las Vegas strip and at a premier hotel, we have had to increase the registration fee slightly to $110 for adults. 
Fees for children 12-and-under who do not attend the banquet are still at $30.  Please register early. There is a late registration fee of $130 for 
adults and $40 for children after May 1, 2015. This fee covers reunion mementos, small hors d'oeuvres at the Friday evening Stable Your Mount 
social, the Saturday banquet with wine, and other reunion costs. The Friday trip to visit the Regiment at Fort Irwin is the primary reason we 
have our reunion in Las Vegas every few years, and this trip will cost $35 per person for the bus and lunch. Make checks payable to “The 
Blackhorse Association” - see Registration Form.  All attendee transportation, including airfare, rental car, and lodging must be organized 
separately. For more information, see www.blackhorse.org, or contact one of the following Reunion Committee members: Gus Flangas at 
702-307-9500, gwf@fdlawlv.com; Tom Smart at 703-973-3703, tom.smart@acrpros.com; or Glenn Snodgrass at 703-250-3064, 
jgs525@verizon.net.

We encourage every attendee to make room reservations as early as possible; there is a cutoff date of May 12, 2015 to guarantee this special rate.  
The reservation telephone number is 877-385-3885 and be sure to tell the operator that you are part of the Blackhorse Association June 2015 
booking.  

We go to Las Vegas every few years with the purpose of giving us veterans a chance to reconnect with the active regiment and to allow the active 
officers, NCOs, and troopers to participate in the reunion. We plan to visit the Regiment on Friday, June 12, so please plan to arrive no later than 
Thursday so that you will be ready to get on buses early Friday morning for the trip to Fort Irwin. There will be a golf tournament on Thursday 
afternoon; if you would like to play, please plan your arrival accordingly.

Please see the registration form below.

Tentative Schedule of Events

https://www.reseze.net/cassets/mkt/mcmelegante/landing_pages/MCM_Colorado_Blackhorse_Association.html
https://www.reseze.net/cassets/mkt/mcmelegante/landing_pages/MCM_Colorado_Blackhorse_Association.html
http://www.expedia.com/Colorado-Springs-Hotels.d602991.Travel-Guide-Hotels
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REGISTRATION FORM 
Blackhorse Reunion

June 11-14, 2015
For Hotel Reservations call 877-385-3885

Complete and return with your check ($110 per adult; $30 per child 12-and-under not attending banquet) made 
payable to “The Blackhorse Association”. Or, provide credit card information below. Please register early. There is 
a late registration fee of $130 for adults and $40 for children after May 1, 2015.
Name: ____________________________________________ 
Address:______________________City________________State_______________Zip:_________ 
Home Phone:______________           Cell Phone:__________________      
E-Mail Address:_____________________
Unit(s) and Dates Served:_____________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
If you would like to have the above unit and dates served information included on your guest’s name tag check 
here___.  

In addition to your name above.  Also, please indicate anyone under 12, and any special food needs 
for the banquet, such as vegetarian, etc. 
NAME(s)
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

Please send your completed registration form along with your check or credit card information to:
Tom Smart 
18890 Loudoun Orchard 
Road Leesburg, VA 20175 

For Credit Card Users: MC ___ Visa ___ Discover___ 
Number:_______________________________ (We cannot accept American Express) 
Expiration Date: ______________        Dollar amount to be charged $___________________________ 
Name as it appears on credit card:   _______________________________________________________ 
Billing address (street or P.O., city, state, zip code) 

_________________________________________
_________________________________________

Trooper Support:  If you would like to support an active regimental trooper to attend the reunion events, 
please include your donations below as a part of your overall registration fee. Any funds remaining will 
be donated to the scholarship fund.  

$___________
$___________

            $___________
$___________      

Registration Fee ($110 per adult; $30 per child 12-and-under not attending banquet). 
Bus for Visit to Regiment at Ft Irwin (including lunch) ($35 per seat).  
Golf tournament on Thursday afternoon, June 11 ($60 per golfer).   
Donation to support troops.   
Total   $___________

A full refund will be provided for cancellations prior to May 15, 2015.
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Blackhorse Association Scholarship Application 

Applicant Full Name________________________SSN_______________DOB_______ 

Address_______________________________City_____________State_____ZIP____ 

Phone(home)_________________(cell)_______________Email__________________ 

Indicate Category, if applicable.     Parent KIA______   Parent WIA______ 

High School/College you are attending______________________Year Graduating____ 

Declared or Intended College Major_________________________________________ 

Certified Standard Test Scores:  SAT____  ACT____  Other (specify)_______________ 

Provide each of the following attachments to this application (full name on each page) 

Attachment 1. Describe your ambitions and goals (limit – 250 words) 
Attachment 2. Two persons in your chosen field that have most influenced you and why 

 (limit – 250 words) 
Attachment 3. Activities, training, and awards received in past four years of high school 

 or while in college 
Attachment 4. Two letters of recommendation, at least one from a teacher or professor. 

 No relatives, please. 
Attachment 5. Official high school transcript and/or current college/university/school 

 transcript. 

These must either be mailed directly to the address below or provided with 
your application in a sealed envelope from the high school or college. 

Note: Previous scholarship recipients who are reapplying must complete the 
full application process since the scholarship is a one-year scholarship. 

Parent or Guardian Affidavit 

I affirm that the Scholarship Applicant_____________________ is a natural or adopted child of an 
Association member who is currently serving in the 11th ACR or served in the 11th ACR 
from_____________to__________. Note: parent must provide proof of 11th ACR service in the form 
of orders, awards, Blackhorse Association membership, etc. 

Name of  Parent or Guardian (Please print)___________________________________ 

Signature_______________________________________Date___________________ 

RETURN THIS APPLICATION AND ATTACHMENTS TO: 
Email:bobhurt3@comcast.netCol (Ret) Bob Hurt 

The Blackhorse Association Phone: 281-364-7285
75 E Shadowpoint Circle 
The Woodlands, Texas 77381 

Applications must be postmarked by April 1 each year for consideration 
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NON-PROFIT 
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PERMIT 326 

Bryan,  TX 

77801 

The Blackhorse 

 DATE

The Blackhorse Association, Inc 

PO Box 13291 

Maumelle, AR  72113 

Mailing Address Line 1 

Mailing Address Line 2 

Mailing Address Line 3 

Mailing Address Line 4 

Mailing Address Line 5 

BLACKHORSE ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP  INFORMATION UPDATE _____    NEW APPLICATION _____ 
FIRST NAME______________________M.I.___  LAST NAME ______________________________________ 
MAILING ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________________ 
CITY/STATE/ZIP_______________________________________________________________________________ 
PHONE NUMBER_______________________________EMAIL ADDRESS ________________________________    
PERMANENT ADDRESS________________________________________________________________________ 
CITY/STATE/ZIP_______________________________________________________________________________    
BLACKHORSE SERVICE: 
UNIT ___________________________________ DATES (MO/YR to MO/YR) ______________________ 
UNIT ___________________________________ DATES (MO/YR to MO/YR) ______________________ 
UNIT ___________________________________ DATES (MO/YR to MO/YR) ______________________ 

RANK WHILE IN SERVICE ______________________* HONORABLY DISCHARGED (YES/NO)  
CURRENT STATUS: ACTIVE DUTY ___ ARMY RETIRED ___ARMY VETERAN ___ GUARD ___ RESERVIST _____ 
OPTIONS: LIFE($125.00)___ANNUAL($25.00)_____ ASSOC ($35.00/YR) ______ CORPORARE ($500.00/YR) _____ 
GOLD STAR LIFE ___(NO FEE FOR FAMILY MEMBERS OF TROOPERS KILLED WHILE SERVING WITH 11th ACR) 
To save the Association printing and mailing expense, I choose to receive all newsletters by e-mail only ______(Check )
I hereby authorize the release of my address, phone number, and email to other Troopers who served with the 11th ACR.  
I also swear that the above information is true and that I will abide by the Association Bylaws if accepted for membership. 

SIGNATURE ____________________________________________________ DATE __________________ 
This information is required in order to verify service with the Blackhorse Regiment and US Army by means of unit status reports 
and morning reports.

Instructions: Lifetime and Annual Memberships are open to all Troopers who served with the 11th ACR. Associate  
Memberships are open to family and friends of the Regiment. Please fill out all required information and return this form 
with check or money order, payable (no cash please) to the following address:  
The Blackhorse Association, Inc. 
ATTN: MEMBERSHIP  
P.O. Box 13291  
Maumelle, AR  72113 

For Credit Card Users:  MC__Visa__Disc__:Number____________________________Expiration Date:____________ 

Name as it appears on credit card: _______________________________________________Amount $___________________ 




