Allons! Blackhorse Forever!
Riding with the Blackhorse:
Vignettes out of Our
Regiment’s History
By: Don Snedeker

1905

Fort Riley Mess Hall Thanksgiving Dinner, 1904

Giving Thanks. First Sergeant Bowers
and First Lieutenant Westmoreland
pulled out all the stops. They wanted
the Delta Troop mess hall to be the
best in the Regiment. And so it was,
decorated in flags, patriotic banners and
pictures, and red, white, and blue crepe
paper hung from the rafters. The cooks
and bakers had their orders, too. The
Delta Troopers, many of whom were
already guerrilla war veterans, had just
returned from the Philippines. Many of
the new recruits were away from home
during the holiday season for the first
time. Westmoreland and Bowers saw
to it that they would have a traditional
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Fall 2016
Thanksgiving dinner with all the
trimmings. No matter that the weather
didn’t cooperate, and some Troopers
still had to be on guard duty. For the
rest, this was to be a day to remember.
And so it was, that 30th day of
November, 1905. Top Bowers sat at
the head of the table at snow-bound Ft.
Riley, Kansas, while he and his Troopers
feasted on roast turkey, giblet gravy,
cranberry sauce, sweet potatoes, stewed
onions, coleslaw, celery, fruit and mixed
nuts, all topped off by pumpkin and
mincemeat pies.
Sixty-four years later, things were a
little different – and yet, also familiar.
Third Squadron’s Chaplain, Larry
Haworth, remembers Thanksgiving in
the jungles of War Zone C in 1969.
A THANKSGIVING TO REMEMBER
Thanksgiving of 1969 in Viet Nam
is one I’ll always remember. We were
out in the jungle with our tanks, ACavs,
and hogs, like usual. This had certain
benefits, such as not having to walk
everywhere like the grunts did. Also
we carried a lot of stuff besides ammo.
Like cases of C rations and five gallon
cans of water. Everyone got tired of Cs
but we carried them by the case so there
was a lot to choose from to help relieve
the monotony. So we ate very well
compared to
the grunts.
We even had
hot food for
breakfast
when
we
sat still long
enough for
the cook to
get set up.

Thanksgiving of ‘69 was special. It
went like this: being the Chaplain, I

got around the whole area pretty well.
I had picked up some information that
we were going to have a real feast for
Thanksgiving. That is, a feast out of
mermite cans (insulated containers, for
you civilians out there) in the field, but
a real feast, just the same. The troops,
being skeptical by nature, didn’t really
believe me,
chaplain or
not. I guess
they thought
I was just
trying
to
make them
feel
good
or that I didn’t
really know
what I was
talking about.
Chaplain Larry Haworth
So about midafternoon here came the daily resupply
Chinook. It landed inside the perimeter,
of course. Once the dirt settled the guys
went up the ramp of the helicopter and
carried off mermite can after mermite
can. They lined them up in a serving
line. Then they opened them up and
voila! There was the feast: turkey,
mashed potatoes, sweet potatoes, beans,
salad, gravy, cranberry sauce, egg nog,
at least two kinds of pie, nuts, candy,
fruit cake, and I don’t remember what
else. What stands out, even after these
thirty years, is the pleased surprise of
the troopers when they saw all that food.
No matter that they sat on logs, ACav
ramps, ammo boxes, or wherever they
could. No matter that it wasn’t Mom’s
home cooking with all the family
around. We had our combat ‘brothers’
all around.
(Guys often became closer than born
brothers.) A great time was had by all.
Later that evening at dusk a VC team
must have been passing by because a
General References - Continued on page 5
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President’s Message

Fall is here already and as the leaves
begin to turn, the leadership and great
volunteers of the Blackhorse Association
are busy across a wide front of activities.
Highlights of our current focus:
1901 Fundraising Campaign. Bob
Akam is spearheading our annual
effort to ensure the continued financial
strength of the Association. Letters
were mailed in late September and we
have already had a strong response. For
those who have given, many thanks for
your continued generosity supporting
the Association and Regiment.
Reunion 2017. Scott Harrison has
done superb work getting us organized
for our 2017 Blackhorse Family
Reunion to be held June 8-11, 2017 at
the Atlanta Hilton - Marietta, Georgia.
Please visit our Blackhorse web page
at http://blackhorse.org/reunions.cfm to
register. During the reunion, our theme
will honor the service of Blackhorse

The National Personnel
Records Center (NPRC) has
provided the following website
for veterans to gain access to
their DD-214s:
http://ww.vetrecs.archives.gov/
For Inquiries not referenced in this
issue, contact the Secretary at:
Rondo Jackson
Blackhorse Association
531 Sugar Branch Rd.
Big Clifty, KY 42712
Phone: 270-242-2833
Mail Scholarship & Operations
Donations to:
Blackhorse Association
Attn: Treasurer
P.O. Box 1712
Mill Valley, CA 94942

by Pete Bayer, President, Blackhorse Association

NCOs to our Regiment and our Nation.
We plan a visit the Armor School and
our 11th ACR Memorial at Ft. Benning,
and early returns indicate we are on
track to beat our record attendance in
2016.
Scholarships. Our scholarship chair,
Bob Hatcher, is actively engaged with
students on scholarship this year as well
as planning for our 2017 scholarship
campaign. We continue to seek your
support to ensure that this critical
program that invests in our future
through the children of our Regiment
remains successful. We are especially
grateful for those Troopers and units
that have created named scholarships. If
you are interested in establishing one of
these $3,000 annual scholarships, please
contact Bob.

Trooper from your era and encourage
them to join with us as a member of
the Association. Bringing strength in
numbers is a Cavalry tradition, and
through our strength we will support
and preserve everything we hold dear
about our Regiment. Stay tuned for an
Association membership drive that we
will kick off in early 2017.
I look forward to seeing you in Atlanta
in June 2017.
ALLONS
AND
BLACKHORSE FOREVER!
Pete Bayer
61st Colonel
President of the Blackhorse Association

Membership. Our life blood is our
members. I encourage every BHA
member to reach out to at least one fellow

How You Can Help
The Blackhorse Association
     The Blackhorse Newsletter is printed
and mailed twice annually to some 15,565
members. We believe this publication is vital
to fulfilling the principles of our organization.
However, approximately 42 percent of the
operating expense of the association involves
printing and mailing the paper version. We can
sharply reduce these costs if you have access to
a computer and choose to receive the newsletter
electronically.
You can do so by visiting our website (www.
blackhorse.org), clicking the “News and
Events” tab, clicking the “Go Paperless” red
tab, and completing a few items of information.

The Blackhorse Association, Inc.
A Nonprofit Organization
The Blackhorse is published for the benefit
of members and friends of The Blackhorse
Association. This newsletter contains past,
present, and future news of interest that
includes membership information, reunion
updates and various fundraising activities
as well as articles of interest submitted by
Troopers from many eras of Blackhorse
service. Submissions are welcome and
encouraged. All newsletter correspondence or
inquiries should be made in writing to:
Blackhorse Editor
17946 156th Terrace
Basehor, KS 66007
banditsix@aol.com
Deadlines: January 15 & July 15

From the Battle Front   
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66th Colonel of the Blackhorse: COL Kevin L. Jacobi

Greetings to the Best Damn Troopers
of the Best Damn Regiment! It has
been a great quarter since taking over
as Blackhorse 66, as your Regiment has
been busy training (and defeating) U.S.
Army Brigade Combat Teams here at
the National Training Center.
These Troopers continue to amaze me
with every rotation. Their tenacity and
desire to win is unmatched on the field
of battle. During NTC rotation 16-09,
your troopers thoroughly dismantled
the “Iron Brigade” of the 4th Infantry
Division from start to finish. But that’s
what we do: we train Army Soldiers
to fight, and sometimes, the process of
learning those lessons is a difficult one
for the RTU. But, we are making the
Army better, one BCT at a time.
We are now deep into preparation
for rotation 17-01 against 3rd Armored
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry
Division.
Rest assured, we will
provide the training to our brothers and

sisters in arms to prepare them for any
contingency operation they may face.
Our Regiment has also been busy
competing in the Philip A. Connelly
Awards Program, which provides
recognition for excellence in the
preparation and serving of Army meals.
Our Troopers achieved success through
their teamwork and support from the
Regiment, earning them the opportunity
to compete. Although our food service
specialists did not bring home the top
spot, they represented the 11th ACR
with pride while demonstrating the
capabilities of the Blackhorse.
Living true to our Cavalry heritage,
the Blackhorse Horse Detachment
will compete in the National Cavalry
Competition in Fort Reno, Oklahoma.
The competition will evaluate our
cavalrymen in military and combat
horsemanship, mounted pistol and saber,
and other competitions to thoroughly
evaluate their authenticity. We expect
nothing but the best results from the
Best Damn Horse Detachment in the
Cavalry.
Some upcoming events that the
Blackhorse will be participating in are
the Barstow Mardi Gras Parade, October
29, 2016 and the Veterans Memorial
March “Long Walk,” December
12, 2016. We welcome any former
Troopers to participate as we continue
to build relationships with our neighbors

in Barstow.
As we continue to evolve with the
Army, the Blackhorse will always
strive for greatness and remember the
sacrifices of the Troopers that have
come before us. Their sacrifice is, and
always will be, the cornerstone of what
our Cavalry is built on and endeavors to
achieve.
I thank each and every one of you
for your continued support of the Best
Damn Regiment there is. It is an honor
to be a part of this organization once
again.
For more information on the
Blackhorse Regiment, please visit
and like our Facebook page at:
h t t p s : / / w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / 11 t h Armored-Cavalry-RegimentBlackhorse-158715460811763/.
ALLONS!
For updates and current
information on the 11th Armored
Cavalry Regiment, please join us
on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/11thArmored-Cavalry-RegimentBlackhorse-158715460811763.
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Blackhorse Chapter Information & Officers
General Membership
Meetings,
Chapter Information
& Events

Fort Irwin Chapter
1st Lt. Christopher J. Hanson, OD
Regimental Adjutant
(O) 760-380-5740
christopher.j.hanson2.mil@mail.mil
The Fort Irwin Chapter sponsors a
golf tournament, a marathon, as well
as various other events each year
to raise funds that support various
community activities on Fort Irwin
and for the Blackhorse Association.
Gold Vault Chapter
Richard Wells, President
Rondo Jackson, Secretary
531 Sugar Branch Road
Big Clifty, KY 42712
rondo@windstream.net
270-242-2833
Air Cavalry Troop Chapter
James Angelini
2512 Lower Hunters Trace
Louisville, KY 40216
502-449-0262
ACT11thACR@aol.com
Nevada/Wildhorse Chapter
CSM Paul Kinsey
Headquarters, 1/221 Cavalry
6400 Range Road
North Las Vegas, NV 89115
775-315-1608
paul.kinsey.mil@mail.mil
Blackhorse Regiment Cavalry
Motorcycles
Beau Richards
4411 Los Maderos Drive
Fort Mohave, AZ 86426
928-219-7260
blusmn11thcav@gmail.com
www.bhrcm.net
The BHRCM support various charities
and many Regimental events.
Houston/SE Texas Chapter
Glenn Allardyce
11835 Cathy Drive
Houston, Texas 77065
281-787-0727
1ranger1370@gmail.com
The chapter holds quarterly
meetings, and it hosted the 2010
Houston Reunion.

Other Points of Contact:
1-144 Field Artillery
MSG Robert Allinder
Headquarters, 1-144 FA
3800 West Valhalla Drive
Burbank, CA 91505-1128
818-462-6729
Robert.allinder@us.army.mil
155 ABCT
LTC Michael Hunter
155 HBCT, MSARNG
2705 W. Jackson Street
Tupelo, MS 38803
662-891-9709
michael.a.hunter2.mil@mail.mil

SCHOLARSHIPS
The Blackhorse Association
and Blackhorse Scholarships
were born of a promise made by
Sergeant Major Paul (“Bill”) Squires
(deceased) and (then) Colonel
George S. Patton (deceased) to a
dying L Troop trooper on 2 March
1969 on a battlefield in Vietnam. The
vow to “not let people forget us” and
“take care of our kids” became the
inspiration to form the Blackhorse
Association later that year at Fort
Knox, KY. We now include all
Blackhorse Veterans and Active
Duty Troopers. Information and an
application can be found on page 10
or on our website at
www.blackhorse.org.
Or, please contact:
Bob Hatcher, Scholarship Director
The Blackhorse Association
426 Bentley Ridge Blvd.
Lancaster, PA 17602
804-621-3651
Robert.lee.hatcher@gmail.com

The Blackhorse Family
The Blackhorse family consists of
veterans of the Blackhorse Regiment
and attached or supporting units from
all eras of 11th Cavalry Service. It also
includes their family members, as well as
friends of the Blackhorse. Our Regiment
at this time includes the regimental
units at Fort Irwin; 1st Battalion, 144th
Field Artillery of the California Army
National Guard; and 1st Squadron,
221st Cavalry of the Nevada Army
National Guard. All have served or are
now serving in the War on Terrorism.
While attached to 2nd Squadron in Iraq,
155th Heavy Brigade Combat Team
lost 6 of the 21 Blackhorse Troopers
KIA in Iraq. Blackhorse Association
Membership is extended to all of the
above, through Regular, Associate and
Corporate Memberships. (See page 12.)
Never should one generation of
Blackhorse Veterans abandon a
later generation of Blackhorse
Veterans or Active Troopers.

Blackhorse Association
President: Pete Bayer
blackhorse61@me.com • 757-285-8083
Vice President: Rick Pring
blackhorse711acr@yahoo.com • 760-718-5053
Secretary: Rondo Jackson
rondo@windstream.net • 270-242-2833
Treasurer: Dan Caughey
caughey@sbcglobal.net • 415-595-2118
Fund Raising: Bob Akam
akambob@aol.com • 520-678-1106
Membership: Dale Skiles
dlskiles@gmail.com • 501-749-8888
PO Box 13291 Maumelle, AR 72113
Scholarships: Bob Hatcher
Robert.lee.hatcher@gmail.com • 804-621-3651
Communications/Editor: Clint Ancker
banditsix@aol.com • 913-724-4420
Website Manager: Greg Hallmark
greg@designpathmedia.com • 615-406-5903
Historian: Don Snedeger
blachorse4@verizon.net • 703-533-1905
Director of Reunions: Scott Harrison
sharrson@gmail.com • 813-671-3628
Director of Marketing & Social Media:
Jeremy Dobos
jrdobos@aol.com • 216-644-4869

Riding with the Blackhorse (continued)
couple of rocket propelled grenades
went flying over our FSB and landed
on the other side. Naturally, the whole
perimeter opened up shooting which
took 10 minutes to get it shut off. But no
one was hurt. More to be thankful for.

1906
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contract to purchase 500 cavalry
horses at $92 a head. But the selected
contractor was unable to obtain even a
fraction of this number at the agreed-to
price; the market price for a cavalryquality horse had risen to over $140
each by mid-October 1906. Mules
were even scarcer, going at over $180
a head. A number of Second and Third
Squadron Troopers became involuntary
infantrymen for quite a while. Damage
to the just-planted tobacco crop in Pinar
Del Rio Province meant fewer Cuban
cigars – an even greater tragedy for some.

recipient Louis Mosher served in combat
in both the Philippines and in WWI. But
with over 15 years in the Army, he was
still a three-stripe Sergeant while serving
with the Eleventh Cav. Rank came
much quicker for some as a result of
the Punitive Expedition against Poncho
Villa in 1916-17, however. For example,
25-year old Joseph Moss joined the
Eleventh Cavalry in 1914. Three years
later, he was already a Sergeant and
headed to Officer Candidate School.

1975

1916

Damage from the October 1906 hurricane

Hurricane. When two squadrons of
the Eleventh Cavalry deployed to Cuba
in the fall of 1906, they took their horses
with them. However, one of the ships
transporting the cavalry mounts was
caught in a hurricane (unnamed, but
known as the ‘Florida Keys hurricane of
1906’) shortly after departing Newport
News, Virginia, enroute to Havana.
The chartered freighter Cubano had its
foremast carried away as massive waves
swept over the deck. A hundred pack
mules and 20 horses went overboard
off the coast of Florida. A number of
other horses were severely injured. The
transition from horses to vehicles was
well under way in the United States, and
replacement horses were hard to come
by – even in the western states.

Eleventh Cavalry Quartermasters in Cuba
1906-08

The War Department had a standing

Eleventh Cavalry Drill Team, Ft. Oglethorpe,
GA, 1916

Monthly Pay. Making ends meet for
Cavalry Troopers in 1916 was always
a struggle. As a Private Second Class,
you made $15 a month. Maybe after a
year’s service, you could be promoted to
Private First Class; your pay was raised
to $18. After five or six more years, if
you were lucky, you made the jump to
Corporal; a whopping $21/month was
your reward. Promotion to Sergeant
(including Stable Sergeant, Supply
Sergeant, and Mess Sergeant) brought
with it a raise to $30 a month. Squadron
and Regimental Sergeants Major topped
the scale at $40 and $45 respectively.
These figures equate to an annual
salary of $252 for a Corporal and $540
for a RSM. That same year, a steel mill
worker took home about $650 a year.
A sirloin steak cost 27 cents a pound
and a loaf of bread about 72 cents.
Buying a house was out of range for
most Cavalrymen; the average cost was
around $3,300. Promotions were slow
in those days – even for genuine war
heroes. For example, Medal of Honor

Border Santa. Although a jeep isn’t
the traditional mode of travel for this
well-known distributor of Christmas
gifts, it would probably serve Santa
better than a sleigh if the Soviets were
to suddenly make their long-anticipated
move through the Fulda Gap. But until
the Communist hordes appear, Santa –
also known as SFC Lionel Perez of the
11th Armored Cavalry Regiment – is
content to hand out a trailer-load of toys
and candy to kids in towns along the
East-West German border.
The tradition of Border Santa started
somewhere in the 1950s or ‘60s.
American GIs just can’t resist making
friends with the local kids, and postWWII Germany was no exception. The
Stars & Stripes reported on an earlier
Christmas – 1964. At that time, the
14th ACR was in Fulda, and SP5 Carl
Wagner donned the Santa-suit that year.
He visited 72 villages from the Tann
Pocket to the Herleshausen crossing,
passing out over 500 bags of goodies –
mostly paid for out of donations from
the Cavalry Troopers themselves. The
East German border guards dutifully
marked Santa’s appearance all along the
General References - Continued on page 6
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Riding with the Blackhorse (continued)

border, taking pictures and phoning in
spot reports. One unnamed Blackhorse
Trooper was quoted as saying: “You’d
think they’d finally wise up… We do
this every Christmas. Santa Claus is
Santa Claus… He won’t hurt them. He
might even do them some good if they
gave him half a chance.”

2005

Josh Blodgett in 2008

A Blackhorse Trooper in Iraq
(Courtesy of Eric Newton)

Running Shoes. SGT Josh Blodgett
had his hands full whenever his platoon
went out on patrol. As the medic for
1st Platoon, Bravo Troop, he was
responsible for treating any casualties
they might suffer at the hands of Iraqi
snipers, car-bombers, or IED-makers
anywhere along Route Wild.
But
in June of 2005, Josh had one more
thing on his mind. For months he had
watched the kids of this squalid corner
of Baghdad run alongside his Humvee –
shoeless. He thought about growing up
in Iowa where shoes were an everyday
necessity; here, they were a luxury that
most families could not afford. Playing
pick-up soccer on the rubbish-strewn
streets of Baghdad – shoeless – was
not only not much fun, it could be

dangerous.
So Josh Blodgett wrote home and
asked if his family could find some
second-hand shoes that would otherwise
just be thrown out. His hometown of
Newton, Iowa, responded resoundingly,
and on this day, during one of their
scheduled stops, Josh and his platoon
mates brought a little piece of America
to Iraq. A contemporary newspaper
account describes the scene.
“Sgt. Joshua Blodgett, a medic, opens
the trunk of his Humvee and pushes
aside some MREs and water bottles. He
pulls out canvas tennis shoes, small ones
– kid’s sizes. His mother and father and
others in Newton, Iowa, sent them for
the local children. About a half-dozen
kids, skinny and smiling, kick through
the dust toward the troops. Some of
the kids are shoeless, others wear the
cheap plastic flip-flops that are common
throughout Iraq. Soon the children are
excitedly grasping their new footwear,
fumbling with the laces as more children
begin to rapidly appear, like iron
shavings drawn to a magnet. Blodgett,
a 29-year-old father of four, tells a story

of a woman who contributed some of
her children’s hand-me-down shoes.
They’re in good condition, he says,
but she put them straight into the mail
without cleaning. ‘She said, ‘It makes
me feel good to know a little bit of Iowa
is going to be in Iraq,’ Blodgett says.”
Josh Blodgett had one other concern
that sunny June day in Iraq – staying
in good enough shape to make the AllArmy Soccer Team, again. He was on
the team in 2005, scoring three first-half
goals in the first round of the Armed
Forces Championship tournament. He
literally left the soccer pitch in San
Diego to join Bravo Troop as they were
waiting to board their plane for Iraq.
One of his teammates called him in the
hanger to tell Josh that Army had won
the Gold Medal after he left. After
returning from Iraq, Blodgett made the
All-Army Team in 2008. He became
the all-time goal scorer in Armed Forces
Soccer Championship Tournament
history en route to a Silver Medal that
year.
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Blackhorse Soldier and Noncommissioned Officer Awards.

It is with great pride that the members of the Blackhorse Association recognize the achievements of the Soldier and
Noncommissioned Officer of the Quarter of the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment. We are delighted to see these leaders
and potential leaders excel and carry forward the proud traditions of our Regiment. The Blackhorse Association presents
each recipient with a monogrammed windbreaker and Association Membership as a small token of our thanks for their
service to our Regiment and our Nation.

3RD QUARTER, FY 16
SERGEANT TYLER C. BERTSCH

SPECIALIST HOLLY JO MACH

Sergeant Tyler C. Bertsch
entered the military in October
2010 from his hometown of West
Fargo, North Dakota. He attended
One Station Unit Training at Fort
Knox, Kentucky, and he graduated
as an M1 Armor crewman 19K10
on March 4, 2011.
His assignments include: C
Company 1-30 Infantry Battalion
as an M1A2 SEP V2 Loader/
Gunner and G Trop 2/11 ACR as an
M1A1 Gunner/OSV Commander.
His military awards include: 2 ARCOM, 1 NDSM, 1 ACM-CS,
1 GWTSM, 1 ASR, 1 OSR, 1 NATOMDL, 3 AAM, 1 NCOPD,
1 AGCM.
Sergeant Bertsch’s major military accomplishments include
achieving the recognition of Battalion Soldier of the Month in
March 2013 and Brigade Soldier of the Quarter of April 2013
while at Fort Stewart. He deployed in support of Operation
Enduring Freedom from February 2012 to October 2012 in
which he drove over 12,000 miles and delivered much-needed
supplies to Village Stability Platforms spread out across RC
North and RC West.
He is an expert with the M9 Pistol. He has loaded for two Abrams
gunneries and was a gunner for an additional two gunneries. As
a gunner, he shot 901 and 879; all four of the gunneries resulted
in first round qualification. Sergeant Bertsch has earned his silver
spurs. In December 2014, he earned the recognition as 2/11 ACR
Noncommissioned Officer of the Month.
His short-term goals are to attend Advanced Leader Course,
earn Excellence In Armor, and be promoted to Staff Sergeant. His
long-term goals are to retire from the Army as a First Sergeant,
become an M1A2 SEP Master Gunner, achieve a bachelor’s
degree in mechanical engineering, participate in the Sullivan
Cup competition, and become a member of the Sergeant Audie
Murphy Club. His hobbies include building models of armored
Vehicles from the World War Two era, physical fitness, reading
historical novels, watching movies, and traveling.

August 2012.

Specialist Holly Jo Mach was
born March 31, 1993 in Lincoln,
Nebraska. She graduated high
school in May 2011 and attended
college for a year at Hastings
College of Nebraska before
joining the Army in March 2012.
She attended basic training in
Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri and
graduated in June 2012. She then
attended her Advanced Individual
Training at Fort Sill, Oklahoma
where she graduated and became a
qualified Avenger crewmember in

Specialist Mach was assigned her first duty station at Camp
Casey, Republic of Korea from September 2012 to September
2013. While assigned to Echo Battery, 6th Battalion, 52nd Field
Artillery Regiment, she achieved several accomplishments to
include February 2013 Soldier of the Month, March 2013 Soldier
of the Quarter, May 2013 battalion’s “Best by Test” winner, June
2013 selection by 2nd Infantry Division Commanding General
as Warrior of the Week, and August 2013 Soldier of the Month.
Specialist Mach was assigned to India Battery, 1st Squadron,
11th Armored Cavalry Regiment at Fort Irwin in October 2013.
While with India Battery, she became Soldier of the Month in
February 2014 before trying out for the Horse Detachment in
March 2014, where she is currently assigned. While in the Horse
Detachment, she won the April 2014 Soldier of the Month. She
received her spurs in May 2014 and attended the Warrior Leader
Course in August 2014 when she received various awards to
include selection as Student First Sergeant, Commandant’s List,
and Distinguished Leadership Award.
Specialist Mach’s awards and decorations include four AAMs,
NDSM, GWOTSM, Korean Defense Service Medal, Army NCO
Professional Development Ribbon, ASR, Overseas Ribbon, and
Certificate of Achievement.
Her near-term goals include becoming the NTC Soldier of the
Quarter and reenlisting in the Active Component. Her long-term
goals include receiving a bachelor’s degree in psychology and
becoming a command sergeant major.
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Blackhorse Association Family Reunion - June 8-11, 2017 - Hilton Atlanta Marietta Hotel

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
THURSDAY, JUNE 8
0830 - 1100 Reunion Registration Open
1300 - 1800 3rd Annual Ernie Ford
Memorial Golf Tournament
1400 - 1900 Reunion Registration Open
Hospitality Room Open,
Blackhorse Store Open, and
Silent Auction
FRIDAY, JUNE 9
0600 - 1800 FT. BENNING & NATIONAL
INFANTRY MUSEUM TOUR
0800

The 4th Annual Top Phillips/
Trip Lemire Memorial
Motorcycle Run
(Suggesting later departure
bc of Atlanta Traffic)

1530 - 1730 Reunion Registration Open.
Additional hours will be
posted at the reunion.
1800 - 2200 Stable Your Mount Casual
Evening
1800

Social Hour and hors
d’oeuvres, 1900 Program

SATURDAY, JUNE 10
0800 - 0900 Executive Committee
Meeting
0900 - 1000 General Business Meeting
1000 - 1100 Memorial Service
1230 - 1600 ATLANTA TOUR
1800 - 2200 Social Hour and Banquet
Dinner
SUNDAY, JUNE 11
Farewells and departures

TOUR DESCRIPTIONS
NATIONAL INFANTRY MUSEUM/FT. BENNING TOUR FRIDAY, JUNE 9
It’s an early start so that we may arrive at Ft. Benning and The National Infantry Museum in
time to witness the Ft. Benning Basic School Graduation this morning. Immediately following
the graduation there will be short service at the Blackhorse Memorial that was dedicated last
year. After the service, you will have time to explore The National Infantry Museum - home
to one of the most significant collections of military relics in existence. The poignant art
and artifacts of war housed here showcase the role of the infantryman in American defense
over the past 200 years and include military transport vehicles, tanks, assorted artillery
weapons, and rare documents, along with U.S. and foreign military uniforms from nearly
every major conflict. At your leisure, you can trace the footsteps of infantrymen from the
1607 wilderness of Virginia to the 1991 sands of the Persian Gulf, from victory at Yorktown
to events in Vietnam, and of course, everything in between! You’ll see weapons, uniforms,
footwear, mess equipment, fine oil paintings, firearms, bronzes, helmets, and vehicles from
a 1902 Studebaker Utility Wagon to the legendary Jeep. The museum shows not only the
weapons, uniforms, and personal equipment of U.S. infantrymen, but also that of the enemies
who chose to test our resolve. World War II Street is an authentically recreated complex of
seven buildings from the 1940s. The gift shop is extensive and worth visiting. Following a
morning spent at the museum, we will make our way to Ft. Benning, the Home of the Infantry
since 1918. We will start by enjoying lunch at a Mess Hall followed by a tour of the base with
highlights including the POW Monument, Doughboy Stadium, WHINSEC, and Curatels. Note: If
for any reason Ft. Benning is closed to the public (e.g., a security issue), the tour length will
be shortened, but refunds can’t be issued. Due to heightened security, participants may be
searched and a photo ID is required. *Please note that the following items are prohibited on
this tour due to museum security restrictions: backpacks, sling bags, large purses, pocket
knives, or utility tools.
0600 board bus, 1800 back at hotel
$59/Person includes, bus, guide, admission, and lunch.
ATLANTA CITY TOUR - SATURDAY, JUNE 10
Enjoy the “must see” sights of Atlanta during your driving tour. We’ll see Centennial Olympic
Park, one of the lasting legacies of the 1996 Olympic Games hosted in Atlanta. The 21-acre
park, which features the Fountain of Rings, is the world’s largest interactive fountain utilizing
the Olympic symbol of five interconnecting Rings. Then it’s on to view Atlanta’s Peachtree
Center, the CNN Center, Turner Field, and the Georgia State Capitol. The Capitol was built to
resemble the US Capitol Building and has been called the “Capitol of the New South.” On the
north side of the city, we’ll drive through Buckhead, where gracious mansions and sweeping
lawns showcase one of the most upscale areas of Atlanta.
1230 board bus, 1600 back at hotel
$29/Person includes bus and guide.
All Trips require a minimum of 35 people, unless otherwise noted. Please be at the bus
boarding area at least five minutes prior to the published time. Driver and Guide Gratuities are
not included in the tour prices
CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY FOR ARMED FORCES REUNIONS, INC.
For attendees canceling reunion activities prior to the cut-off date, Armed Forces Reunions,
Inc. (AFR) shall process a full refund less the non-refundable AFR registration fee ($7 per
person). Attendees canceling reunion activities after the cut-off date will be refunded to
the fullest extent that AFR’s vendor commitments and guarantees will allow, less the nonrefundable AFR registration fee. Cancellations will only be taken Monday through Friday from
9:00am until 5:00pm Eastern Standard Time, excluding holidays. Please call (757) 625-6401
to cancel reunion activities and obtain a cancellation code. Refunds processed 4-6 weeks
after reunion. Canceling your hotel reservation does not cancel your reunion activities.
Like us on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/armedforcesreunions
Register online at:
www.afr-reg.com/BLACKHORSE2017
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Blackhorse
Association
Application
Blackhorse
Association
Scholarship Scholarship
Application

Applicant Full Name________________________SSN_______________DOB_______
Address_______________________________City_____________State_____ZIP____
Phone(home)_________________(cell)_______________Email__________________
Indicate Category, if applicable.

Parent KIA______ Parent WIA______

High School/College you are attending______________________Year Graduating____
Declared or Intended College Major_________________________________________
Certified Standard Test Scores: SAT____ ACT____ Other (specify)_______________
Provide each of the following attachments to this application (full name on each page)
Attachment 1. Describe your ambitions and goals (limit – 250 words)
Attachment 2. Two persons in your chosen field who have most influenced you and why
(limit – 250 words)
Attachment 3. Activities, training, and awards received in past four years of high school
or while in college
Attachment 4. Two letters of recommendation, at least one from a teacher or professor.
No relatives, please.
Attachment 5. Official high school transcript and/or current college/university/school
transcript
These must either be mailed directly from the high school or college to the address below
or provided with your application in a sealed envelope from the high school or college.
Note: Previous scholarship recipients who are reapplying must complete the full
application process since the scholarship is a one-year scholarship.
Parent or Guardian Affidavit
I affirm that the Scholarship Applicant_____________________ is a natural or adopted child of an
Association member who is currently serving in the 11th ACR or served in the 11th ACR
from_____________to__________. Note: parent must provide proof of 11th ACR service in the form
of orders, awards, Blackhorse Association membership, etc.
Name of Parent or Guardian (Please print)___________________________________
Signature_______________________________________Date___________________
RETURN THIS APPLICATION AND ATTACHMENTS TO:
Bob Hatcher
Email: Robert.lee.hatcher@gmail.com
The Blackhorse Association
Phone: 804-621-3651
426 Bentley Ridge Blvd
Lancaster PA 17602
Applications must be postmarked by April 1 each year for consideration.
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The Blackhorse Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 6386
Elizabethtown, KY 42702

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Cleveland, Ohio
Permit No. 1056

Fall 2016

BLACKHORSE ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP     INFORMATION UPDATE _____

NEW APPLICATION _____

FIRST NAME______________________M.I.___ LAST NAME ___________________________________________________________
MAILING ADDRESS_CITY/STATE/ZIP______________________________________________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER_______________________________EMAIL ADDRESS_________________________________________________
PERMANENT ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP_________________________________________________________________________________________________
BLACKHORSE SERVICE:
UNIT________________________________________________ DATES (MO/YR to MO/YR__________________________________
UNIT________________________________________________ DATES (MO/YR to MO/YR__________________________________
UNIT________________________________________________ DATES (MO/YR to MO/YR__________________________________
RANK WHILE IN SERVICE_______________________________________________ *HONORABLY DISCHARGED ( YES / NO )
CURRENT STATUS: ACTIVE DUTY_____ ARMY RETIRED_____ ARMY VETERAN_____ GUARD_____ RESERVIST______
OPTIONS: LIFE ($125.00)______ ANNUAL ($25.00)______ ASSOC. ($35.00/YR.)______ CORPORATE ($500.00/YR.)______
GOLD STAR LIFE______ (NO FEE FOR FAMILY MEMBERS OF TROOPERS KILLED WHILE SERVING WITH 11th ACR)
To save the Association printing and mailing expense, I choose to receive all newsletters by email only________(check).
I hereby authorize the release of my address, phone number, and email to other Troopers who served with the 11th ACR. I also swear that the
above information is true and that I will abide by the Association By-laws if accepted for membership.

SIGNATURE_____________________________________________________________ DATE_______________________________________
This information is required in order to verify service with the Blackhorse Regiment and US Army by means of unit status reports and morning reports. Instructions: Lifetime and Annual Memberships are open to all Troopers who served or are serving with the 11th ACR, including anyone
who served in the Regimental Community or any of the Regiment’s attached units. Associate Memberships are open to family and friends of the
Regiment. Please complete required information and return this form with check or money order (payable to The Blackhorse Association; no cash
please) to the following address:
The Blackhorse Association, Inc.
ATTN: MEMBERSHIP
For Credit Card Users: o MC o Visa o DISC Number ________________________________ Exp.Date:______
P. O. Box 13291
Maumelle, AR 72113
Name as it appears on credit card:__________________________________________ AMOUNT $____________

