2019 BLACKHORSE FAMILY REUNION
WELCOME PACKAGE

June 6th through June 9th, 2019

THE GOLD COAST RESORT
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA

WELCOME TO LAS VEGAS!
Greetings and thank you for attending this year’s Reunion in the beautiful and exciting city of
Las Vegas, Nevada. We have put together this “Welcome Packet” to help you fully enjoy your
time here. It is with great pleasure and great pride that we dedicate this Reunion to honoring the
selfless service and sacrifice of the thousands of Blackhorse Troopers of the 11th Armored
Cavalry Regiment, who have served their Country for nearly a hundred years. We also dedicate
this Reunion to those Troopers who have moved on to “Fiddler’s Green.” We fervently hope that
you all enjoy this tremendous opportunity to visit with old friends and to make new ones. We
further hope that you all have a wonderful time attending the various Reunion Events and taking
in the sites and activities offered by Las Vegas. We would like to thank those who have given
their time and talents to make this Reunion a truly rememberable event. We would also like to
thank the Venetian for helping us in orchestrating and coordinating the Reunion. To enhance the
Reunion, we have set up a “Blackhorse Stable” room that will be open everyday until the late
afternoon or early evening to provide a convenient place for everyone to congregate and visit.
Everyone is welcome. It is located contiguous with the Blackhorse Registration Area. The
Stable will have a cash bar for your enjoyment. Again, thank you for coming and please have a
great time.

Allons!
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Blackhorse Association
Schedule of Activities – 2019 Reunion Las Vegas, NV
Thursday, June 6:
8am – 5pm: Registration/Hospitality Room/Silent Auction
8am – 5pm: Blackhorse Store Open
7am: 5th Ernie Ford Memorial Golf Tournament – Meet at registration desk to organize
transportation to Stallion Mountain Golf Club, 5500 E Flamingo Rd, Las Vegas, NV.
First tee time 0800. They have plenty of golf clubs, shoes and carts to rent.
8am: 6th Annual Top Phillips/Trip Lemire Reunion Run Motorcycle Ride – Meet for
breakfast at St John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church, 5300 El Camino Rd, Las Vegas,
NV.
1pm – 12pm: Sightseeing on your own
Friday, June 7:
7:00am: Load buses for Ft Irwin. Meet buses at The Gold Coast bus loading area
8am – 5pm: Registration/Hospitality Room/Silent Auction
- Sightseeing on your own
8am – 5pm: Blackhorse Store /Silent auction Open
1pm – 5pm: Hospitality Room Open
2pm – Buses depart Ft Irwin
6pm – 7:30pm: Stable Your Mount casual evening social. Cash bar with All American
Buffet. Bar opens and food served at 6pm (Ballroom)
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Saturday, June 8:
8am – 3pm: Registration/Hospitality Room/Silent Auction
8am – 5pm: Blackhorse Store Open (Reopen for one hour following banquet)
8am – 9am: Association Directors closed meeting (Ballroom)
9am – 11am: Association Annual Business meeting. All members are encouraged to attend
(Ballroom)
11am: Memorial Service following Business meeting (Ballroom)
12:30 - 4:30: National Atomic Museum tour
- Sightseeing on your own
5pm – 10pm: Pay as you go bar (Hospitality Room)
6pm – 10pm: Banquet - Coat & Tie recommended. Dinner begins at 6pm. Program includes
announcement of scholarship recipients for this year and Silent Auction winners. State of the
Regiment by COL Scott Woodward, 68th Colonel of the Regiment (Ballroom)

Sunday, June 9:
Local Church Services
Farewells
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DINING AT THE GOLD COAST
Whet your appetite with great food-and-drink from over 38 restaurants at
The Venetian and The Palazzo.
Cornerstone
Cuisine: Steakhouse
Location: 1600-2200 (Reservations)
Ping, Pang, Pong
Cuisine: Chinese
Open: 1000-0300
Noodle Exchange
Cuisine: Oriental
Location: 1200-2300
Ports of Call
Cuisine: Buffet
Open: 0700-2100
TGI Fridays
Cuisine: American Casual
Location: 1000-2300
Red Zone
Cuisine: Sports Bar
Open: Sun-Thur: 1000-2400, Fri-Sat: 1000-0200
Subway
Cuisine: Quick bite
Open: 0700-0200
Java Vegas
Cuisine: Coffee shop
Opens: 0500
Bowling Snack Bar
Cuisine: Quick Bite
Open: Sun-Thur: 1000-2200, Fri-Sat: 0900-0100
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LAS VEGAS SHOPPING & ATTRACTIONS
The number of shopping venues and attractions here in Las Vegas is
immense. Las Vegas has some of the best shopping in the world. Just check
out the following. We have put together a shortened list of some popular venues
here in Las Vegas to enjoy yourself. Many of the venues have shopping,
dining and other activities. We hope you find it useful during your
time at the Reunion.
The Shops at Crystals (About 1.5 miles from the Gold Coast)

3720 S Las Vegas Blvd
Anchored by more than 15 flagship stores, including Louis Vuitton, Gucci, Dolce & Gabbana,
Tom Ford, Prada, Celine, Fendi and Tiffany & Co., The Shops at Crystals is an amazing
collection of 50 of the finest luxury brands in the world, all under one roof. The gorgeous
architecture, convenient location on the Las Vegas Boulevard, and exclusive luxury retailer
lineup, make The Shops at Crystals a must-see for any visitor.

Miracle Mile Shops at Planet Hollywood (About 1.5 miles from the Gold Coast)

3663 S Las Vegas Blvd
Located 1.5 miles from the Gold Coast. 170 unique retail shops and 15 first-class restaurants are
located in this delightful, 475,000-square-foot (44,129-square-meter) shopping center housed in
the Planet Hollywood Resort & Casino. The shopping center has a sleek, modern look with more
retailers than you can handle. Just a sample of the shops include H&M, Sephora, and Urban
Outfitters. DB's Pong and Pool and Lobster ME have also found homes in this trendy shopping
center.

Le Boulevard at Paris (About 1.4 miles from the Gold Coast)

3645 S Las Vegas Blvd
The blue skies and wispy clouds of downtown Paris seem to follow you throughout this shopping
promenade. Full of French stores, mimes, les gendarmes at your service, it is small compared to
other hotel shopping areas, but it is chic. Bakeries, French restaurants and galleries dot the
corridors offering 31,000 square feet (2879 square meters) of shopping and dining. You will find
many of Parisian-type bars and restaurants, as well as Le Village Buffet. Take a leisurely walk
outside and gaze at the Arc de Triomphe and Eiffel Tower. It is located at the Paris Hotel.
The LINQ Promenade (About 2.0 miles from the Gold Coast)
3545 S Las Vegas Blvd
A fun feature of The LINQ Hotel & Casino, The LINQ Promenade is a must-experience
shopping and entertainment center. It is located in the heart of the Las Vegas Strip and houses not
only myriad shops and restaurants but also attractions like the Brooklyn Bowl and the High
Roller, a towering 500-foot (152-meter) observation wheel that is often touted as the tallest in the
world. Visitors to the bustling site adore boutiques like Bella Scarpa and Ruby Blue, foodie stops
like Haute Doggery and Amorino Gelato, and nightlife venues like O'Sheas. One thing is for
sure: whatever brings you to The LINQ Promenade, you're bound to leave wearing a smile.
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DOWNTOWN SUMMERLIN (Around 12.5 miles from the Gold Coast, near the
intersection of I-215 and Sahara Avenue)
1980 Festival Plaza Dr, Las Vegas, NV 89135
(702) 832-1000
Downtown Summerlin is a destination for fashion, dining and entertainment in the heart of the
acclaimed Summerlin master planned community. The 106-acre, 1.6 million square foot mixeduse development features over 125 stores and restaurants in an appealing open-air environment
with entertainment, luxury dining and shopping options and a nine-story, Class A office building
– One Summerlin. The new downtown offers a mix of regionally and nationally known brands,
boutiques and eateries in addition to retailers and restaurants new to Southern Nevada.
Shopping includes such stores as American Eagle, Banana Republic, Boston Proper, Dillard's,
Foot Locker, GUESS, Lane Bryant, Macy's, Michael Kors, Nordstrom Rack, Old Navy, Sephora,
Sports Authority, True Religion, Victoria's Secret and Zumiez. Dining includes Andiron Steak
and Sea, Bonanno's New York Pizzeria, California Pizza Kitchen, CRAVE Restaurant, Crazy
Pita Rotisserie & Grill, Lindbergh Café, Red Robin Gourmet Burgers and Brews, Sushi Loca,
Trader Joe's, and Wolfgang Puck Bar & Grill.
GRAND CANAL SHOPPES AT THE VENETIAN (About 2.5 miles from the
Gold Coast)

3377 Las Vegas Boulevard South Suite 2600
The Grand Canal Shoppes at The Venetian combines Old World charm with up-to-the- minute
fashion and retail offerings and world-class dining. Names like Kenneth Cole, Basin White,
Corsa Collections, bebe, Dooney & Bourke and Peter Lik Gallery create an unparalleled retail
environment. Many of The Grand Canal Shoppes’ restaurants are headed by some of the world’s
most famous celebrity chefs, including Wolfgang Puck (Postrio), Emeril Lagasse (Delmonico
Steakhouse), Joachim Splichal (Pinot Brasserie), and Mario Batali (OTTO Pizzeria). Part of the
charm of The Grand Canal Shoppes at The Venetian is the "Streetmosphere" created by an
international roster of classically trained singers, actors and musicians. Daily performances in St.
Mark’s Square add an unexpected element of entertainment to the shopping experience and
embellish the center’s unique and vibrant atmosphere. On any given day, there are approximately
30 small performances that unexpectedly delight and entertain shoppers. With the property
connected to The Palazzo and The Shoppes at The Palazzo, guests have a fascinating selection of
nightlife and entertainment options for the whole family and more.

LAS VEGAS PREMIUM OUTLETS- NORTH (About 5 miles from the Gold Coast)

875 South Grand Central Parkway
150 Outlet Stores. Find impressive savings at A|X Armani Exchange, Ann Taylor, Burberry,
Calvin Klein, Coach, Cole Haan, Dolce & Gabbana, Ed Hardy, Elie Tahari, Kenneth Cole,
Lacoste, Polo Ralph Lauren, Salvatore Ferragamo, St. John, TAG Heuer, Theory, True Religion.

LAS VEGAS PREMIUM OUTLETS- SOUTH (About 6.2 miles from the Gold Coast)

7400 Las Vegas Boulevard South
140 Outlet Stores. Find impressive savings at Adidas, Aeropostale, Ann Taylor, Calvin Klein,
Coach, DKNY, Guess, Kenneth Cole, Michael Kors, Nike, Reebok, Timberland, Tommy
Hilfiger, True Religion and many more. At south end of the Strip.
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FASHION SHOW MALL (About 2.2 miles from the Gold Coast)
3200 Las Vegas Blvd S. Ste. 600

One of the nation's largest shopping centers and Las Vegas' premier retail destination, Fashion
Show offers seven flagship department stores, including Saks Fifth Avenue, Dillard's, Neiman
Marcus, Macy's, Nevada's only Nordstrom, Bloomingdale's Home and Forever 21 along with
over 250 extraordinary shops and restaurants. It also has live runway shows periodically
throughout the day.

THE FORUM SHOPS AT CAESAR’S PALACE (About 1.4 miles from the Gold
Coast)
3500 Las Vegas Blvd. So.

The Forum Shops at Caesars boasts a unique atmosphere that simulates ancient Roman streets
and has no visual rival in the world. More than 160 stores create a retail attraction similar to the
Via Condotti, Rodeo Drive or Madison Avenue. It also has 13 restaurants and specialty food
shops. Restaurants and food inside the mall include the The Palm, P.J. Clarke's, Spago, Trevi,
Planet Hollywood, La Salsa, The Cheesecake Factory, BOA Steakhouse, Joe's Seafood, Prime
Steak & Stone Crab, Sushi Roku, Il Mulino New York and Café Della Spiga, plus additional
specialty food stores such as Swensen's Ice Cream. Max Brenner, Chocolate by a Bald Man offers
food, drinks and desserts all made from chocolate.

Attractions
DISTRICT AT GREEN VALLEY RANCH (About 12 miles from the Gold
Coast)
2240 Village Walk Drive
Henderson, NV 89052
A stroll through The District is reminiscent of a small town village, the cobblestone walkways
and European-style buildings seem like a thousand miles away from Las Vegas. Here, guests can
enjoy more than 40 retail shops, a handful of restaurants, fun outdoor activities and even
designated areas for pets. The District features an eclectic selection of shops, which makes
shopping enjoyable for the entire family. From mountain bikes to camping gear, the huge REI
store offers every piece of outdoor equipment and accessory imaginable. Other fun shops include
Pottery Barn and Anthropologie, a home décor and women's clothing store. Other shops include
Francesca's, Jos A. Bank, Along Came a Spider, and West Elm, The diverse selection of
restaurants at The District make eating here really exciting. For those in the mood for eclectic
food in a safari setting, Elephant Bar offers everything from Thai food to American favorites. For
traditional comfort food, Al’s Garage serves burgers, fries, sandwiches and sundaes. In addition,
the tires, rims, graffiti and even the entrance makes diners really feel like they're in a car shops
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SIEGFRIED & ROY’S SECRET GARDEN AND DOLPHIN HABITAT AT
THE MIRAGE (About 3.4 miles from the Gold Coast and across the street from
the Venetian)

3400 Las Vegas Boulevard South
Las Vegas, NV 89109-8923
(702) 791-7188
Secret Garden & Dolphin Habitat is a tropical paradise dedicated to the wild things. You will find
many exotic animals housed here, from elephants, panthers and leopards to Siegfried and Roy's
rare and enchanting white tigers. This exhibit is presented in an effort to spotlight the need to
protect vanishing breeds. Along with the land-based residents, visitors are invited to visit the
intriguing Dolphin Habitat. You will thoroughly enjoy watching the antics of these amazing
creatures that love to show off for onlookers. This attraction is located at the Mirage Hotel Casino
located mid-Strip.

SHARK REEF AT MANDALAY BAY (About 3.4 miles from the Gold Coast)

3950 Las Vegas Blvd South
Las Vegas, NV
Shark Reef Aquarium at Mandalay Bay is not your typical aquarium. It's a total sensory
experience designed to transport visitors to an undersea ocean of fantastic sights, sounds and
encounters. Featuring dangerous and unusual aquatic animals from the world's tropical waters,
Shark Reef Aquarium takes visitors on a journey through an ancient temple slowly being claimed
by the sea. Fourteen breathtaking exhibits are devoted to dangerous aquatic predators. The largest
exhibit is the 1.3 million gallon shipwreck where visitors experience an almost
360-degree view, teeming with sharks and fish, through an acrylic tunnel. The Touch Pool is a
popular attraction, where guests can touch an ever-changing collection of animals including
sharks, rays or horseshoe crabs. More than 2,000 animals are displayed at Shark Reef Aquarium,
over 100 different species and featuring 15 species of sharks.

HOFBRAUHAUS LAS VEGAS (About 4 miles from the Gold Coast)

4510 Paradise Road
Las Vegas, NV 89169
The Hofbräuhaus Las Vegas is the first authentic German-Bavarian restaurant in Las Vegas. The
restaurant is the first replica of the world’s most famous beer hall from its hand-painted ceilings to
its food and drink. The beer is brewed in Munich under the 400-year-old purity law and shipped
fresh to Las Vegas. Hofbräu draft beers are: premium lager, wheat beer, dark beer and seasonal
beers. Bavarian charm and live music abound, and guests can savor schnitzels, sausages,
Sauerbraten and pretzels. With its beer hall and air-conditioned Biergarten (beer garden), it’s
Oktoberfest every day. Hofbräuhaus Las Vegas also features live music nightly.

GRAND CANYON TOURS

There are a number of companies which offer tours of the Grand Canyon via helicopter or plane.
The concierge at the Gold Coast can help you
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FREMONT STREET EXPERIENCE (Approximately 8.4 miles North from the
Gold Coast)
425 Fremont St.
Las Vegas, NV 89101
(702) 678-5777
The Fremont Street Experience is located in fabulous Downtown Las Vegas. This project blends
vintage Las Vegas with high tech wonderment, live entertainment and more to create an attraction
that rivals the famed Vegas Strip. The most obvious and largest part of the Fremont Street
Experience is the Viva Vision canopy and light show. The canopy towers 90 feet above the
ground and spans the length of five football fields. Featuring more than 12 million LED modules
and 555,000-watt sound system, the light show attracts tourists and locals alike.
It can also display 16.7 million color combinations. The display is so sharp, live video can be
broadcast on what is the world's largest screen. Viva Vision features shows like “Ophelia's
Dream," which takes spectators through Ophelia's fast-paced fantastical dream world with new
adventures, ice mountains and mystery; "Bad to the Bone," a wild motorcycle ride with the bad
boys of rock; and "Don McLean's American Pie," celebrating one of the most well-known
anthems in American musical history. There is a also a zip line ride.

THE ATOMIC TESTING MUSEUM (Approximately 4 miles from the
Gold Coast)

755 E. Flamingo Rd.
Once upon a time, Las Vegas was also famous for the well-known secret of atomic testing that
occurred 65 miles outside of town. In the 1950s, visitors would travel to downtown Las Vegas to
view the mushroom clouds that would rise from the Nevada Test Site (NTS). The site was the
nation’s premier nuclear testing facility and operated from 1951 to 1992. The NTS was
established by the United States Department of Energy because military officials knew little about
the effects of nuclear weapons. The site was home to atmospheric testing until 1962 when, fearing
fall-out dangers, operations were moved underground. A total of 928 announced nuclear tests took
place, with 828 of them being underground. This important part of history is preserved at the
Atomic Testing Museum in Las Vegas. Science can be compelling when presented in the right
way, and that’s just what the museum has done with its unique displays and educational resources.
The museum was established in order to preserve the legacy of the NTS and to promote public
accessibility and general knowledge about the site. An affiliate of the Smithsonian Institution, the
museum is located inside the Frank H. Rogers Science and Technology building, which is only a
mile from the Las Vegas Strip. Built to chronicle the atomic age and its impact, the nearly
10,000-square-foot building houses artifacts from the NTS, and records the dramatic and
fascinating history through a series of interactive modules, timeliness, films and actual equipment
and gadgets from the site. Both sides of the story are presented, from experiences of the on-site
workers to protesters of the site. It strives to educate, inform and document the impact that nuclear
testing had on a global, national and local level.
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SPRINGS PRESERVE (Approximately 7.7 miles from the Gold Coast)

333 S. Valley View Blvd.
Las Vegas, NV 89107
(702) 822-7700
Gazing out at the bone-dry, desert landscape of Las Vegas, it's hard to imagine that the area was
once home to natural springs and abundant water. Springs Preserve, a 180-acre cultural and
historical attraction on the site of those springs, which dried up in 1962, aims to teach people
about Vegas' past as well as get them to think about the future. The Springs Preserve, known as
the birthplace of Las Vegas and listed on the National Register of Historic Places, is administered
by the Las Vegas Valley Water District, the agency that manages the city's water and promotes
conservation. The Preserve is home to entertainment, exhibits, galleries, trails and gardens that
provide recreational and educational opportunities to visitors. Education about the past is a key
component of the Springs Preserve and visitors can expand their knowledge at the Origin
Experience. This area was designed to teach visitors about the early inhabitants who made the
springs in the Las Vegas Valley their home. There are galleries, a theater, interactive children's
exhibits and much more. The Natural Mojave Gallery features interactive exhibits that explore
the geological history of the Mojave Desert and the formation of the Las Vegas Valley and the
springs. A flash flood exhibit demonstrates the danger of flooding in the valley and features a
recreation of a ravine though which 5,000 gallons of recycled water come crashing down every
20 minutes. The People of the Springs Gallery includes 33 exhibits focusing on the cultural
history of the Springs Preserve and the development of Las Vegas. On display are reconstructions
of Native American dwellings and a multimedia recreation of the 1905 Las Vegas land auction.
The arrival of the railroad is marked with an explorable train car and visitors can learn about the
construction of Hoover Dam through an interactive exhibit. Visitors can also learn about the
myriad of wildlife that call the desert home with an exhibit of live animals including Gila
monsters, lizards, bats, snakes, desert cottontail rabbits, spiders and more. Education about
conservation and preparing for the future is the other main goal of the Springs Preserve and that is
accomplished in the Desert Living Center. The Desert Living Center is a complex of five
buildings and 43 exhibits including a sustainability gallery, a library, and classroom and
conference space. Exhibits, events and activities at the center demonstrate the benefits of
recycling, conservation and alternative energy. The Gardens at the Springs Preserve is a great
place to take a relaxing stroll while learning about desert vegetation. The 8-acre garden area
features a wide range of desert landscapes and showcases native and non-native plant life with
interpretive stations and hands-on activities. More than 400 trees and plants including herbs,
vegetables, roses, cactus, palms and more were transplanted from an existing garden and are on
display. A theater provides space for instruction on irrigation, gardening and landscaping. For
those who enjoy hiking, four trails featuring interpretive displays wind through the picturesque
Springs Preserve and take visitors through both a cultural and environmental history of the Las
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Vegas Valley. The trails lead to the Preserve's Cienega, a desert wetland that serves as a home for
hundreds of native plant, bird and animal species including peregrine falcons, snowy egrets and
black-crowned night herons. A reconstructed cauldron pool depicts the natural springs that once
existed beneath the valley. Other highlights at the Springs Preserve include the Springs Café, a
restaurant operated by Wolfgang Puck, which offers expansive views of the Strip and the Las
Vegas Valley.

NELLIS AIR FORCE BASE (Approximately 16 miles North from the Gold
Coast)

An installation of the Air Combat Command (ACC), Nellis is the location of the United States
Air Force Warfare Center and is a major training location for both U.S. and foreign military
aircrews. The base is named for William Harrell Nellis, a Las Vegas resident and Army Air Force
P-47 pilot who died in action during the Battle of the Bulge. The main base covers approximately
11,300 acres (4,600 ha).
TOWN SQUARE LAS VEGAS (Approximately 5 miles South of the Gold Coast
along the Strip)
6605 S. Las Vegas Blvd.
Las Vegas, NV 89119
Featuring stunning architecture, pleasant walkways and a village-like atmosphere, Town Square
is not like any other shopping center in Las Vegas. Once you enter this facility, it actually feels
like you're in the heart of a historic metropolitan city. The 1.5-million-square-foot facility is
located on the south end of the Strip, just past Mandalay Bay and Luxor. Featuring 70 different
facades, the overall theme at Town Square portrays a city that has aged over time. Architects and
designers traveled across the globe to get ideas for these buildings. The result? Colorful,
Mediterranean, Spanish and Colonial-style facades along with antique street poles as accents. The
117-acre Town Square offers a variety restaurants as well. Town Square created specific sections
suited for a specific shopper's taste. For instance, one particular area of the property features
children's clothing stores and accessories. Stores catering to young adults include Abercrombie
and Fitch, Aeropostale and Hollister. Other popular shops include Metropark, Aldo, Banana
Republic, Sephora, MAC, Bath & Body Works, Steve Madden and Victoria's Secret. In addition,
you'll find establishments typically not found in shopping mall settings, such as Borders and
Whole Foods. If the nightlife scene is more your thing, Town Square features establishments like
Yard House and Blue Martini.
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SHORT DAY TRIPS OUTSIDE OF
OF LAS VEGAS
The following is a list of attractions just outside of Las Vegas that make for a
good day trip. Please research these attractions further before venturing to
any one of them to make sure you are adequately prepared. Please remember
that food and water are paramount should you decide to go.
RED ROCK CANYON (Approximately 18 miles from the Gold Coast)

(702) 515-5350
Red Rock Canyon, just 15 miles west of Las Vegas, presents awe-inspiring views most wouldn't
expect to see near a major metropolitan city. in contrast to the bright lights and hype of the Strip,
Red Rock offers desert beauty, towering red cliffs and abundant wildlife. The mountains in the
Red Rock area were formed by a number of geological forces including fractured faults where the
earth's crust collided over millions of years and fossilized sand dunes. Some cliffs reach up an
astounding 3,000 feet. The sandstone rocks in the conservation area get their color from iron
oxide. Over centuries the iron oxide built up, producing the vibrant, crimson color the canyon
illustrates today. One of the more scenic parts of Red Rock Canyon is the Keystone Thrust Fault.
Here, millions of years ago, two of the earth's plates collided with such force that part of one plate
was shoved up and over the other. This created a magnificent contrast between grey limestone
and red sandstone. This amazing conservation area is also home to about 200 different mammals
which include burros, rabbits, coyotes, bighorn sheep, red tailed hawks, golden eagles,
hummingbirds and even a few wild horses, bobcats and mountain lions. The 13-mile scenic loop
drive exposes visitors to the geological history and splendor of the canyon. There are chances for
photo opportunities at various locations including Calico Hills' colorful sandstone, limestone
Indian roasting pits, Indian "handprints" and pictographs at Willow Springs. On certain trails,
hikers can even witness waterfalls cascading into the canyon. Red Rock Canyon is part of the
Mojave Desert, which stretches out to the corners of California, Utah, Arizona and Nevada.

LAKE MEAD - NEVADA (Approximately 32 miles from the Gold Coast)

Lake Mead is the 16th largest man-made lake in the world and the largest man-made lake in the
Western Hemisphere. It was created by the Hoover Dam along the Colorado River. It occupies
about 1.5 million acres -- twice as much as Rhode Island -- and about 820 miles of shoreline. The
National Park Service established Lake Mead as a national recreation area in 1964. Lake Mead
offers year-round recreation, everything from boating to swimming to hiking to wildlife viewing.
Located at the junction of three desert ecosystems -- the Mojave, the Great Basin and the Sonoran
deserts -- Lake Mead is home to many animal species and plant varieties, some which are
exclusive to this area. Lake Mead is surrounded by red sandstone and black lava rock in the 1.6
billion-year-old Black Canyon. Some of the lava hills are about 6 million years old.
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HOOVER DAM - NEVADA/ARIZONA (Approximately 33 miles from the
Gold Coast)

Named one of the Top 10 Construction Achievements of the 20th Century, Hoover Dam
continues to draw crowds more than 70 years after its creation. Hoover Dam is located in Black
Canyon, just minutes outside of Las Vegas. In 1930, construction began on the Hoover Dam, the
largest of its kind at the time. Despite the remote location and harsh working conditions, it was
completed in less than five years -- two years ahead of schedule -- and well under budget. The
dam is named after America's 31st president, Herbert Hoover, who played a large role in bringing
the nearby states into agreement about water allocations, settling a 25-year controversy. The dam
has been called Boulder Canyon Dam as well as Boulder Dam, but Hoover Dam was reinstated as
the official name by Congress in 1947. A National Historic Landmark, Hoover Dam is the
highest concrete dam in the Western Hemisphere, standing at more than 725 feet above the
Colorado River. With 17 generators producing 4 billion kilowatts of electricity a year, it also is
one of the country's largest hydroelectric power facilities. Operation and maintenance of the
facility are solely supported by revenue from power sales. Completed in October 2010, the Mike
O' Callaghan -- Pat Tillman Memorial Bridge offers spectacular views that were once only
available by helicopter. For those who never fully appreciated the dam, it's hard not to become a
fan after this. Visitors have access to drive to this bridge and see the dam from a high vantage
point. Located about 1,500 feet south of the Hoover Dam, the walkway on the bridge is
approximately 900 feet above the Colorado River. One neat fact is that visitors can go from
Nevada to Arizona after crossing the 1,900-foot-long bridge. There are plenty of informative
placards before and during the bridge walk. The construction of the bridge came to mind in the
1960s, but didn't actually happen until 40 years later. This bypass was created to not only reduce
traffic, but also to protect Lake Mead and the Colorado River from hazardous spills and
explosions.
Two tours of the dam are available and well worth the time and money spent.

MOUNT CHARLESTON - NEVADA (Approximately 42 miles from the
Gold Coast)

Just 35 miles northwest of Las Vegas visitors can find all the cool mountain breezes, fresh air and
all-around scenic beauty of Mount Charleston. Part of the Spring Mountain Range and Toiyabe
National Forest, Mount Charleston ranges from 3,000 to 12,000 feet in elevation. It is Nevada's
eighth-highest mountain peak and one of the top ten most topographically prominent peaks in the
United States. Featuring trees like juniper, mountain mahogany, Aspen and Ponderosa pine and
animals such as wild burros, songbirds, deer and desert tortoises, Mount Charleston feels a
million miles away from the city. The hiking trails at Mount Charleston (52 miles total) will
amaze you. Branch Whitney, author of "Hiking Las Vegas" and "Hiking Southern Nevada," has
traveled numerous trails in Las Vegas for the past two decades. "Many tourists believe Las
Vegas is surrounded by desert," Whitney said. "They will change their minds when they see
waterfalls, forests and wildflowers as they hike in Mount Charleston.
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VALLEY OF FIRE STATE PARK (Approximately 50 miles from the Gold Coast)

Travel to Valley of Fire State Park and you’ll see rocks that glow with an unusually bright
crimson color. The area offers some of the Southwest's most amazing scenery with vivid colors
splashed on some of the oldest natural rock formations known to mankind. With its official
opening in 1935, Valley of Fire is considered Nevada’s oldest state park. The park, which covers
an area of almost 36,000 acres, gets its name from its fiery red sandstone. The formations are the
result of fossilized sandstone and sand dunes that formed more than 150 million years ago by a
shift in the Earth’s crust, faulting and wind and water erosion. The first inhabitants of the Valley
of Fire are thought to have migrated to the region about 300 B.C. Ancient Native American tribes
survived on a vegetarian diet and ate all kinds of cactus and plants including yucca, mesquite
tree, prickly pear and beaver tail. Eventually, other native tribes learned to plant corn and beans
and hunt animals like rabbit, sheep and antelope. Today, only wild animals dwell within Valley
of Fire year-round. Rattlesnakes, kangaroo rats, kit foxes, coyotes, bighorn sheep and the white
tailed antelope ground squirrels are just a few of the animals that inhabit the area. In addition to
its neon red rock formations, Valley of Fire is famous for its fun, distinct stone shapes. Visitors
will see rocks in the shape of a piano, an elephant and even a beehive. Some rocks, however, take
on more obscure shapes. Other points of interest include Atlatl Rock, Arch Rock, the cabins and
Mouse’s Tank, a natural basin in the rocks where water collects after a rainfall. The area was
named after a renegade American Indian who used it as a hideout in the 1890s. Rainbow Vista is
also popular for its panoramic views of multicolored sandstone. While visiting Valley of Fire,
keep a look out for the petroglyphs scattered throughout the park. Visitors can see these ancient
Native American sketches at Atlatl Rock, Mouse’s Tank, Rainbow Vista, the cabin area, Seven
Sisters and Elephant Rock.
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ZION NATIONAL PARK - UTAH (Approximately 162 miles from the
Gold Coast)
SR 9
Springdale, UT
(435) 772-3256
Zion National Park is one of the most awe inspiring sights in the American Southwest, and it's an
easy two-and-a-half-hour drive from Las Vegas. Featuring sky-high towers and cliffs of
multicolored sandstone rocks, the 2,000 to 3,000-foot high canyon walls of Zion National Park
were carved out over millions of years by trickling creeks and the rushing Virgin River.
Throughout Zion, reddish, golden and rust-colored rocks are contrasted by the deep green of pine
forests; mesquite, manzanita and cottonwood groves; and fern and moss-filled grottoes. It is
strikingly beautiful. The main section of the park is most easily accessed from Las Vegas. After
driving through the quaint resort town of Springdale, Utah, which has many restaurants, hotels,
art galleries and boutiques, Zion visitors park at the large Visitor Center. This facility is filled
with informative displays. It is also where visitors board shuttle buses in the peak season of
spring through fall. It's a low-emission transit that relieves automobile congestion in the narrow
canyon. Among the sights to see along the shuttle route are the Zion Human History Museum,
the historic Zion Lodge, Emerald Pools trail, the Grotto, Weeping Rock and the Temple of
Sinawava. A true highlight awaits those that take an easy one mile walk to the world famous
Narrows. Here the canyon walls loom close to each other while visitors walk up the shallow bed
of the Virgin River. It's an unforgettable experience. Other notable geological wonders along the
river include the Sentinel, Court of the Patriarchs, and the Great White Throne. Traveling by car
to the park's east entrance, the Zion-Mount Carmel tunnel and Checkerboard Mesa are notable.
Zion National Park is filled with an incredible array of wildlife. Visitors might glimpse elk,
peregrine falcons, hummingbirds, desert tortoise and bats. Flowers are abundant in spring and
summer, with Sego lily and columbine among the most commonly seen.

DEATH VALLEY NATIONAL PARK - CALIFORNIA
Jagged, rugged, severe, beautiful, sublime – these are perfect descriptions of Death Valley
National Park. ‘Surprising' is also a good word for the greater Death Valley area. There are
desiccated and colorful desert vistas everywhere. Geological history is on full display. But there
are also lush pockets of green plant life, Old West remnants and funky contemporary enclaves in
this bigger-than-big wonderland. It is barely two hours away from Las Vegas. This scenic
wonder has the lowest elevation on the North American continent at 280 feet (84.93 meters)
below sea level. Points of interest include Zabriskie Point, 20 Mule Team Canyon and Scotty's
Castle. Temperatures in the summer can easily surpass 120° F (27° C). Other sites to see are the
Devils golf course, Ubehebe Crater, Artists drive and Scotty’s castle. If you love the scenery and
the vast openness of the desert, you will love Death Valley National Park.
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