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Blackhorse, you once again stared down a formidable opponent on the battlefield and gave them their toughest fight yet. 1/3 ID (ABCT) has a storied history,
a sterling reputation and has answered the call on numerous occasions when our
Nation has demanded they deploy to the harshest of conditions in defense of our
country. This month, they met the toughest opponent ever here in desert in the
form of the “Best Damn Regiment”. All of you contributed to providing a tough,
realistic training opportunity that helped them prepare for combat. This was our
first rotation in over three months, but the Regiment showed no signs of rust and
you brought the fight to the “Dog Face” Soldiers of 1/3 ID. Your performance this
rotation was exemplary, and the hard work you put in from the January training
was clearly evident.
The Regiment also had the pleasure of hosting a former Blackhorse Trooper,
the 64th Colonel of the Regiment and the current 3 ID Commanding General, MG
Antonio Aguto. Leaders of the Regiment had the opportunity to interact with MG
Aguto during an LPD and Q+A session where he shared stories of his time in the
Regiment, and mentored leaders of Blackhorse on how they can improve their leadership skills. Blackhorse would like to thank MG Aguto for dedicating his valuable
time to spend with us.
On April 22nd, the Regiment has the opportunity to come together, build
esprit de corps, and add to the storied history of the Blackhorse in Las Vegas, for
our Regimental Ball. I highly encourage all of you to attend and bring your significant other to the Rio Hotel in Las Vegas for a great event.
I want to commend all of you for listening to your leaders and operating
safely during the rotation. This was the first rotation in over a year that there were
no accidents, and all the Troopers of the Regiment made it home safe. This is the
new standard, and I expect the same level of engaged leadership at all levels for
every event the Regiment participates in.
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The Command Sergeant Major and I continue to be proud to ride with you.
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Fixing for Success
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By: CPT Robert Francis, Demon 65 (Deputy Commander)

he tactical mission task ‘fix’, is defined as
“a tactical mission task where a commander
prevents the enemy force from moving any part
of that force from a specific location for a specific
period” (FM 3-90-1, C2, Glossary-10). This was the
task given to Demon Mechanized Infantry Battalion
(MIBN) to be executed on Training Day (TD) 07 during Rotation
20-04. This tactical mission task is difficult to achieve because it
relies on balancing the need to make contact with the enemy while
preserving combat power, and delivering accurate fire on an enemy
to prevent them from repositioning. Ultimately, Demon MIBN
executed this mission with great success even with the Rotational
Training Unit (RTU), 1st Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division (from Fort
Stewart) attempting to interdict the Brigade Tactical Group (BTG).
I believe that this was due to accurate and timely information
collection, paired with effective use of movement and maneuver.
On TD 07, Rotation 20-04, the BTG was tasked to
conduct a counterattack to re-seize Razish. Tasks across the BTG
were as follows: Sinister MIBN and Hawg Company were tasked to
defend in order to delay 1/3 ID’s seizure of Razish. These elements
retained Hill 800, Moose Gardens and the Peanut as the BTG
attack was initiated. Evil was tasked to seize Razish in order to
retain key terrain for the DTG. Guest Black Horse Dismounted
Infantry Company (GBH IN) was tasked to retain the John Wayne
and Clint Eastwood passes in order to prevent penetration of 1/3
ID into Hidden Valley, and to be prepared to follow and support
Evil in Razish. Killer Troop (Anti-Tank Troop) had sections in
support of each unit across the battlefield. My MIBN, Demon
MIBN, was tasked to fix the RTU Combined Arms Battalion
(CAB) east of Hill 780 in order to allow Evil freedom of maneuver.
Prior to the BTG executing the counterattack, the
Insurgent Force (BFB) was attritted by initial 1/3 ID forces
attempting to seize Razish. The BFB was able to destroy most of
the forces at the eastern obstacle belt, but 1/3 ID was able to get
a company-sized element of dismounted infantry through the
breach. As the fight in Razish progressed, the BTG moved MIBNs
into attack positions in preparation for the attack. Evil staged east
of Brown Pass, while Demon staged north of Granite Pass. DTG
reconnaissance was compromised along the northern wall in the
Central Corridor and was unable to provide a clear picture of the
enemy at the time. Demon sent their Combat Reconnaissance
Patrol (CRP) comprised of two BRDMs with a Long-Range
Advanced Scout Surveillance System (LRAS), Lightweight
Laser Designator Rangefinder (LLDR), and Fire Support Team
(FIST) forward to Moose Gardens to assist in developing a clear
picture of 1/3 ID’s disposition. Additionally, I moved forward
approximately 3km northwest of Hill 800 to observe the Central
Corridor using binoculars. For approximately 2 hours the Demon
CRP and I coordinated with Sinister and Hawg and observed the
RTU attempting to seize Artillery Piece and Hill 780, relaying
this information back to elements north of Granite Pass via

FM and JBCP2 communications. This provided a clear picture
to the Demon MIBN, Mechanized Infantry Company (MIC)
Commanders prior to LD. All elements within Demon were able to
adjust their assessments of the probable line of contact, and adjust
their scheme of maneuver as necessary.
When the BTG Commander gave the order to execute
the attack, Evil was held in an attack position to allow time for
Demon to fix 1/3 ID in the Central Corridor. Demon maneuvered
two MICs to Hill 800 and Moose Gardens to establish support
by fire, allowing the last MIC to maneuver along the north wall
to seize Iron Triangle. The positions on Moose Gardens and Hill
800 were established, with no enemy contact and link up was
conducted with elements from Hawg. As the MIC maneuvering
to Iron Triangle attacked east, the CRP reported movement of
a 1/3 ID Armor Company and Mechanized Infantry Company
attacking west. They came into contact with the previously
reported companies, but the contact was expected. The MIC had
already adjusted their movement technique to successive bounding
and deployed into wedges. In this engagement, that MIC was able
to destroy two Tank Platoons and a Platoon of Bradleys, while
only losing a friendly Mechanized Infantry Platoon (MIP). We
then ordered the MICs at Moose Gardens and Hill 800 to bound
to Hill 780 and orient north east to continue to fix 1/3 ID to the
east. Meanwhile, Evil had successfully established support by fire
position in vicinity of Moose Gardens and Peanut with two Tank
Platoons while a MIC from Evil, followed by two Dismounted
Infantry Platoons in LMTVs, infiltrated through Hidden Valley
to Razish. Due to Demon’s seizure of Iron Triangle and Hill 780,
while using effective direct and indirect fires, 1/3 ID was unable to
affect Evil’s infiltration into Hidden Valley, allowing Evil to reach
the dismount point in Razish with no loss to combat power.
As Evil conducted link up with a Platoon from GBH IN
and remaining insurgents in Razish, Demon continued to destroy
1/3 ID elements north and east of Hill 780. This provided time for
Evil to systematically clear Razish from west to east, ultimately
destroying all 1/3 ID combat power within Razish and seizing their
objectives in the urban center.
Fixing an enemy element is one of the hardest tasks
to execute. Providing a good intelligence picture to the MIC
commanders allowed us to effectively maneuver and destroy 1/3
ID elements with minimal loss to combat power. The BTG’s attack
was successful because Demon was able to fix 1/3 ID combat
power and maintain contact in the Central Corridor, allowing
the decisive operation (Evil MIBN) to reach the objective with
enough combat power to re-seize Razish. Although Demon lost a
MIC by the end of the attack, we retained Hill 780 with two MICs
and were able to destroy three Tank Platoons and two Bradley
Platoons. Furthermore, Demon’s fix prevented 1/3 ID from
reinforcing Razish, ensuring Evil did not come into contact with
overwhelming combat power from 1/3 ID.

History of the 11th CAV Regiment

O

n the 2nd of February 1901 at Fort Myer, Virginia, the 11th Cavalry Regiment
was the first of five Cavalry Regiments, under the command of COL
Francis Moore, the first Colonel of the Regiment. After 6 months of training,
the Regiment received orders to deploy to the Phillipines. After returning to the
United States, the 11th Cavalry was sent to Cuba, then to Mexico.
This year, the Regiment celebrates its 119th anniversary.
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The Combined Arms Reinforcement of Razish
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By: 2LT Chamberlain, Kyle

he Battle of Razish is one of the capstone
events of every rotation and is an
indicator of how prepared the Rotational
Unit is. The Rotational Training Unit (RTU)
first needs to isolate the city by securing
the surrounding key terrain in the Central
Corridor. This includes Hill 760 and 780, The Racetrack,
Iron Triangle and Artillery Piece. Razish is surrounded
by a large circular tank ditch with openings that have
C-wire and mine obstacles that the RTU needs to breach.
Smoke, engineers, aviation, armor, and infantry must
synchronize efforts to infiltrate the city. In the city,
the RTU face an asymmetrical fight against the BFB
insurgent force that controls Razish. The fighting within
the city limits is fierce. The RTU clears one sector of the
city at a time from east to west or west to east, depending
on the scenario design. Once the city is cleared the
unit needs to defend Razish against the Donovian
counterattack.
During Rotation 20-04, Evil Mechanized Infantry
Battalion (MIBN), consisting of an infantry and armor
troop, was tasked with the re-seizure of Razish. The plan
was two-pronged: First was to send two armor platoons
(red and white) with a smoke section down route Eagles
to isolate Razish from all northern elements with smoke
and destroy all mounted breaching and supporting
elements. Second was to send Blue Mechanized
Infantry Company (MIC), consisting of four MBTs and
six OSVs; an engineer platoon; and two dismounted
infantry platoons in LMTVs to infiltrate the city from the
southwest while the RTU was focused on the two tank
platoons in the north.
Moving through Hidden Valley and approaching
the city from the south, Blue MIC encountered a mine
and C-wire obstacle that could not be bypassed and
needed to be breached. Blue MIC conducted breaching
operations where they set up local security on the
obstacle, pulled the engineers forward and reduced the
obstacle. With the breach complete, the MIC and LMTVs
moved into the city. The infantry platoons dismounted,
moved through and cleared buildings towards the center
of Razish, where they encountered a developing battle
between the RTU infantry and the BFB. The dismounts
and MBTs quickly synchronized their efforts. Infantry
squads in buildings identified targets, cleared buildings,
and secured the dead space around tracked vehicles.
The MBTs engaged with either their coaxial or main gun

and secured linear danger areas and pulled the infantry
forward. The RTU’s small arms had no effect against the
MBTs and OSVs which allowed the tanks to act as mobile
cover for the infantry.
Moving through the city, the tanks blocked off
roads, intersections, and other linear danger areas which
normally slow down infantry platoons. The increase in
protection and firepower emboldened the infantry to be
more aggressive and forceful with their clearing of the
city. Ultimately, this scheme of maneuver resulted in a
successful counterattack and brought Razish back under
Donovian control.
The Battle of Razish has historically been an
infantry fight. Combined arms operations of this scale
inside an urban area, as seen in Rotation 20-04, is new
to the Tankers at Fort Irwin, but is something that needs
to be continued and drilled until perfection. Tankers
and scouts are not intimately familiar with the layout of
cities or accustomed to operating in their close-quarters
environments. This deficiency needs to be addressed
because future conflicts will most likely occur in large
urban areas and the U.S. Army must be prepared.
Moving through the city with just tanks or just
infantry would not have been effective. Tanks without
dismounted security would eventually have gotten
isolated and destroyed by competent infantry. Infantry
alone can get pinned down by small arms and lose their
ability to maneuver against the enemy. The combination
of armor and infantry is as effective today as it was
in 1918. With more practice, urban combined arms
maneuver could become devastating.

U.S. Army photo by 2LT Kyle Chamberain, 2nd Squadron, 11th ACR

Blackhorse Association
“Take care of our kids . . .”
The Blackhorse Association and Blackhorse Scholarships were born of a promise made
by (then) Colonel George S. Patton to a dying L Troop trooper on 20 March 1969 on a battlefield in Vietnam. The vow to “not let people forget us” and “take care of our kids” became the
inspiration to form the Blackhorse Association later that year at Fort Knox, KY.
Over the years, the Scholarship Fund has provided nearly $700,000 to help educate
the children of Blackhorse Troopers killed in action or incapacitated by wounds – and later
expanded to assist all children of the Blackhorse. Over forty years have passed and we continue
to keep the promise made that day in Vietnam.

New for 2020!
Are you the spouse of an 11th ACR Active Duty Soldier?
In 2020, the Blackhorse Association has opened up a limited opportunity for spouses of
11th ACR active duty soldiers to apply for full-time or part-time scholarships. The scholarship
is intended to support them as they continue their education while their Soldier serves training
America’s Army at the National Training Center.
To download an application, or for more information on scholarships, please visit:
https://www.blackhorse.org/scholarships/

AS A REMINDER, ALL APPLICATIONS FOR BLACKHORSE ASSOCIATION
SCHOLARSHIPS HAVE AN APPLICATION DEADLINE OF APRIL 1st.
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Mustangs on the Move
By: 1LT Kevin Lenahan
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f the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment’s
rotational Opposing Force organization
was to be compared to a human body, then
its Mechanized Infantry Battalions (MIBN)
would clearly be a combination of bone and muscle.
They provide the basic framework of the fight,
capable of sustaining powerful blows while acting
as the means of delivering their own. However,
just as in a human body, all this muscle is useless
without a circulatory system delivering supplies to
the fight. During rotation, the forward heart of that
circulatory system is known as Task Force Mustang.
Task Force Mustang is the Forward Logistical
Element (FLE) of the Regimental Support Squadron
made up of personnel, HEMMTs, M11075s, and
M9874 fuelers from the Supply and Transportation
Troop (S&T). In addition, Task Force Mustang holds
operational control of the field feeding sites during
rotation. Its demanding mission is to provide for all
the forward logistical needs of the Brigade Tactical
Group.
Training Day One is typically the most
taxing day for the Troopers assigned to Task Force
Mustang. The day starts well before sunrise, as
weapons are drawn and crews load up for the first
of the day’s many convoys. HEMMTs and M1075s
hauling refrigeration equipment and rations are
some of the first trucks to roll into the Box, meeting
the Troopers of the Field Feeding Section in the
field to provide them with the wherewithal to
begin cooking meals for what will be 1,800 hungry
Blackhorse Troopers. Meanwhile, other convoys
are pushing out with fuel to keep the fight rolling,
while still others actually line-haul tracked vehicles
to more remote locations to conserve the Regiment’s
combat strength.
Once the initial roll-out is accomplished,
Task Force Mustang becomes the on-call asset for
all logistical needs. Its fuelers are positioned to act
as both the forward fuel reserve for the BTG, but
also as the primary refueling asset for the “SOKOL”

helicopters employed as aviation support by the
2916th Aviation Battalion. Its HETTs are kept
ready to roll at a minute’s notice to recover damaged
and other non-mission capable equipment from
the battlefield, with an escort provided by its own
M1151 up-armored HMMVWs.
The field feeding sites provide their own
challenge. While the Soldiers of the field feeding sites
are hard at work preparing meals for the Regiment
in austere conditions, a careful ballet of Task Force
Mustang convoys are in constant motion around the
site. The field feeding site requires daily resupply:
additional rations, refrigeration equipment, water,
and fuel are brought in; trash, empty rations trailers
and refrigeration equipment is taken out. All to
ensure the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment never
misses a meal.
The Soldiers assigned to Task Force Mustang
are great examples of the ‘Silent Professional’.
During rotation they are hard at work, ensuring
the Regiment has the logistical support needed
to continue their dominance over the Rotational
Training Unit. They do this day-in and day-out every
rotation, seldom praised or discussed. However,
they are the beating heart of the rotational fight.

U.S. Army Photo by 2LT Austin Miles, Regimental Support
Squadron, 11th ACR

Chaplain’s Corner
Sustaining and Uplifting the Soul

T

By: CH(MAJ) Brillon, Anselmo Jr.
2/11th ACR

he vision or theme for the 11th ACR Unit
Ministry Team (UMT) during Rotation
20-04 was “Sustaining and Uplifting the Soul”.
Sustaining and uplifting the soul lines up with
the Chief of Staff of the Army’s vision of taking
care of people. The Chief of Chaplains has also
stressed the importance of nurturing the living.
A chaplain not only cares for and takes care of
people but ministers to the soul. Meeting people at
their point of need opens up avenues for the soul
to be nurtured. A chaplain’s work is in the realm
of people and are charged by God to minister
and pour hope into souls. Seeing that many were
returning from block leave and that this rotation
was the first since returning, it was appropriate
to inspire and challenge Soldiers and Family
members.
The psalmist King David, the second
King of Israel, penned in Psalm 25:1-2, “Unto
thee, O LORD, do I lift up my soul. O my God, I
trust in thee: let me not be ashamed, let not mine
enemies triumph over me”. King David, the King
of Israel, lifted up his soul unto the LORD. King
David understood that his soul came from God,
was daily restored and preserved by God, and
ultimately returned to God (Psalm 86:2). ‘Lift’ in
this verse means to bear up, bring forth, carry, cast.
In essence, in King David lifting his soul, he was
carrying or bringing his burdens before the LORD.
In other words, letting God know what he was
experiencing including his emotions, concerns,
and thoughts. King David used music and songs to
express his concerns to God. His songs became his
prayer or dialogue with God. God, in turn, would
hear his prayer and answer in due time.
The soul is what lives on forever. The body
dies and goes back to the earth from whence it
came. “All go unto one place; all are of the dust
and all turn to dust again” (Ecclesiastes 3:20, KJV).
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While the soul is in the body, tent, or tabernacle it
must be nurtured and maintained. We do plenty
to uplift and maintain the flesh or body such as
exercise and proper nutrition, but very little to
uplift the soul. The question for many in 2020 is,
what are you doing to uplift your soul? Nurturing
the soul has a foundation in the practice of
spiritual disciplines. Spiritual disciplines include:
meditation, prayer, giving thanks, giving, serving,
and fasting just to name some.
Some may ask, what is the soul or what
is the soul comprised of? The soul consists of the
mind or the seat of reasoning and emotions. The
mind is not to be confused with the brain or heart,
which are mortal and return to dust as the rest
of the body. Man was lifeless until God breathed
into man the breath of life and man became a
living soul. And the Lord God formed man of
the dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living
soul (Genesis 2:7, KJV). In the New Testament
or Covenant with mankind God breathes into
mankind HIS Spirit through the power of the Holy
Ghost (John 20:22, Acts 1:8).
In 2020, it is high time to get back to the
basic relationship with the Creator and Savior of
your soul. A relationship involves dialogue and
communication. God is the only one that can
meet the spiritual and physical needs of the soul
and body. What are you doing daily to uplift and
sustain your soul?

Upcoming Events on Post

Learning Spanish Workshop
Date : Feb 26 2020, 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Location : Library - Second St. Bldg. 331 Fort Irwin 92310
Every 2nd & 4th Wednesday, children will learn the basics of
Spanish with our Spanish speaking volunteers and teachers. This class
will encourage repetition and new language acquisition for children
ages 4-10 years old.
Topics covered: Alphabet, counting, and colors; commonly
used words and phrases, basics of reading in Spanish.
Bring your child and enhance their bilingual literacy skills
one session at a time with flash cards, verbal instruction, handouts,
songs, movies, and more.
Cost : Free

Tournament Fridays

SKIES Gymnastic Spring Fling

Date : Feb 28 2020, 6 p.m
Location : Desert Winds Bowling Center - Bldg. 905

Date : Mar 7 2020, 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Location : Freedom Fitness Center - Bldg. 362

Minimum 5 bowlers
Sport Patterns, 3-6-9’s, No Taps, and Scratches
All Tournaments will consist of 3 games
Format will be available at the Bowling Desk each Wednesday

Join SKIES Instructional Programs at Freedom Fitness Center for a Gymnastics Spring Fling! Bring your cameras, your friends &
family and watch your child perform wonderful routines!

Cost : Minimum Pays 1st- $50 2nd- $25
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Kilo King and Queen Competition

Date: Feb 27 2020, 8:30 a.m.
Location: The Box Fitness Center
Join The Box for a Lifting Competition! This competition is
open to all DoD ID holders, age 16 & up, who wish to participate.
Competitors will take part in 3 different lifts: Bench press,
Squat & Deadlift. They will have 3 chances to lift their maximum
weight for each type of lift. Competitors’ body weight will be subtracted from total lift to determine winners. Male competitors have
the choice to sign up to lift 1,000 lbs, 1,200 lbs or 1,500 lbs category.
Female competitors have the choice to sign up to lift 500 lbs, 600 lbs,
or 800 lbs category.
The goal is to lift a combined total of the weight you registered for. Weigh in will be done between 8 a.m. – 9 a.m. the morning
of the challenge. Registration is available until 8:30 a.m. the day of the
event.
Prizes will be given to the top 3 male and top 3 female competitors.
Cost: $15 per person, register at The Box & Memorial Fitness Center.

For more information, call 760-380-7751.

